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JOHNSTON
Johnston Senior Center

1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the Zon-

ing Board of Review will hold a meet-

ing on January 26th, 2023 at 6:30 

pm, at Johnston Senior Center, 1291 

Hartford Avenue.  All persons inter-

ested in the following proposals are 

requested to be present at this time.  

The assembly facilities are acces-

sible to the handicapped.  Persons 

requiring special accommodations 

shall call the Zoning Office at least 

48 hours in advance of the meeting 

(401) 231-4000 ext. 4117.  Persons 

utilizing TDD equipment may contact 

the Town through “Relay Rhode Is-

land” at 1-800-745-6675.  The agen-

da for the evening will be as follows, 

subject to change:

New Business

Petition of C & T Motors, c/o Juan 

Castillo, Applicant, Xavier Invest-

ments, LLC, Owner, for 577 Kill-

ingly Street, AP 13 Lot 170, zoned 

B-2.  The petitioner is seeking a 

Special Use Permit for automotive 

repair in accordance with subsec-

tion 9 use code 7 of the Table of 

Uses and a Special Use Permit for 

automotive sales in accordance 

with subsection 10 use code 10 of 

Petition of Paul Giarusso, Owner/

Applicant for 41 Tartaglia Street, 

AP 27 Lots 60, zoned R-20.  The 

petitioner is seeking a Special 

Use Permit 340-75, Dimensional 

Variance 340-74 and 340-63 for re-

lief from merger.

Petition of Karen L. Esposito, 

Owner/Applicant for 42 Tartaglia 

Street, AP 27 Lot 94, zoned R-20.  

The petitioner is seeking a Special 

Use Permit 340-75, Dimensional 

Variance 340-74 and 340-63 for re-

lief from merger. 

NOTE: If a Case has not been 
NOTE: If a Case has not been 
NOTE:
called for a hearing by 10:30 

p.m., the Board, at its discretion, 

may continue the Case to a sub-

sequent or a special meeting. 

The Agenda and Minutes are avail-

able for review at ClerkBase on the 

Town’s web page or Monday through 

Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 

p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons 

Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review

Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

1/12, 1/19, 1/26/23

Why did town
legal ads
disappear? 
THE GLOBE’S REPORT

INSIDE PAGE 3

By RORY SCHULER

Columbus has landed in Johnston’s War Memorial 
Park. On Monday, Oct. 9, he’ll be welcomed with food 
trucks and a re-introduction to the public.

Earlier this week, the explorer’s likeness was hoisted 
into place, lowered by a crane onto a cement pedestal 
on the island in the center of the park’s pond. 

According to a message on the Johnston Recreation 
Department website, the island has been closed to visi-
tors since Sept. 11, while the statue’s base was poured 
and prepared.

“I’m glad Johnston was able to step up and provide a 
home for the statue,” said Johnston Mayor Joseph M. 
Polisena Jr. “The possibility of it being melted was dis-
turbing. It’s a part of history.”

The 130-year-old bronze Columbus was uninstalled 
from its Providence pedestal in 2020 and locked away in 
storage for years. During its final years in the city the 
memorial commemorating the Italian explorer became 
a lightning rod for protest and vandalism.

Former Providence Mayor Joseph R. Paolino Jr. 
bought the sculpture, stored it, and eventually offered it 
to Johnston, a community with deep and sturdy Italian 
American roots. (According to the US Census Bureau, at 
49.5 percent, Johnston ranks second nationally for a 
municipality with the highest population percentage 
reporting Italian ancestry.)

Johnston’s a smaller town, bordering Providence, and 
Polisena said months ago that he doesn’t expect the 
same security threat at the statue site. The town’s agree-
ment to provide Columbus a home requires a certain 
level of protection.

Polisena hopes security cameras and fences will keep 
vandals and protesters off the statue. He promised not 
to spend tax dollars on the project.

“The security feed is direct to the police station with 
24-hour monitoring,” Polisena wrote via email Tuesday. 
“This was all done at no cost. The security, fencing, 
transport and install was all pro bono. That’s a testa-
ment to all of the people who didn’t want to see this 
statue destroyed.”

Of course, the Johnston Police Department is funded 
by taxpayers. 

In the meantime, Polisena assures park-goers they’ll 
still have full use of the small plot of land in the center 
of the park’s pond.

“United fence is donating a small fence to put around 
statue,” Polisena explained. “Other than that, the public 
will have full access to island. The benches and trees 
will all remain as is too.”

The Columbus Day unveiling event on Monday, Oct. 
9, will include food trucks and begin at 11 a.m.

More photos on Page 12.

Columbus lands on Johnston

COLUMBUS BY CRANE: The Christopher 
Columbus statue that stood in Providence for  

130 years has been erected on a cement pedestal on 
the island in the center of Johnston’s War Memorial 

Park pond. The mayor has planned a Columbus Day 
unveiling event. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler) 

By RORY SCHULER

The governor offered millions for 
schools, but the mayor refused, insist-
ing he saw too many strings attached.

Can the town afford to leave any 
money on the table?

Did the administration miss a key 
grant application deadline or did they 
save millions down the line?

“As you might remember, in his 2023 
State of the State address, Governor 
McKee announced a goal of reaching 
Massachusetts education levels by 
2030,” explained Matt Sheaff, Senior 
Communications Advisor for Rhode 
Island Gov. Dan Daniel J. McKee. “In 
order to achieve this, the Governor 
launched Learn365RI. As the first part 
of the initiative, municipal leaders sign 
onto a Learn365RI Municipal Compact 
with the state, publicly making a com-
mitment that they will make education 

a priority in their community. As a for-
mer mayor, the Governor knows first-
hand how important it is to have mu-
nicipal leaders engaged in education in 
their community.”

The Cash
At stake was Johnston’s $2.2 million 

share of $81 million in federal funds for 
the community learning center pro-
gram.

To apply, and receive the funds, mu-
nicipalities were required to check a 
box, committing to McKee’s Learn365RI 
initiative.

Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena 
Jr. refused to check the box.

“While looking into this grant, it 
came to my attention you could not 
submit the grant unless you joined 
Learn365 and two other government 
spending programs, Health365 and 
Work365,” Polisena wrote via email last 

week. “Applicants literally cannot elec-
tronically submit the grant unless that 
box to join Learn365 is checked off — 
therefore Johnston was never eligible.”

Too late?
Did the town miss the grant dead-

line?
“Yes, the town did miss the deadline 

by about 3 weeks,” Sheaff contends. 
“Additionally, in order to apply for the 
$81M, a community must first sign the 
Learn365RI Municipal compact which 
Johnston has not done.”

Polisena disagrees.
“I’m not sure why the Governor is 

talking about deadlines for a grant 
Johnston isn’t eligible for,” he argued. 
“That’s like saying you missed a flight 
when you never even had a plane ticket 
to begin with.”

McKee’s office “launched a federally-
funded $81M program to support mu-

nicipalities in opening community 
learning centers to foster more learning 
opportunities for students,” according 
to Sheaff. “This program is still in prog-
ress and the state is working with com-
munities on crafting their proposals.”

Reminder Unheeded
Town Councilman Robert J. Civetti 

mentioned the grant during August’s 
regular monthly meeting. He asked the 
town administration whether they’d be 
applying (the deadline was the day of 
the meeting).

“I knew through my work that it be-
came available and we had a very short 
time frame,” Civetti said last week. He 
works as an accountant with several 
municipal clients.

“Why wouldn’t we have participated 
in that from the get go?” Civetti asked 
last week. “We’re talking about build-

Did Johnston miss out on millions for education?

MILLIONS - PAGE 8■



Johnston Sun Rise2 Thursday, September 28, 2023

Local. Trusted. Secure.Local.  Trusted. Secure.
A friend to your community for over 75 years.A fr iend to your community for over 75 years.

6-MONTH CERTIFICATE
APY*4.50%

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE
APY*5.15%

Visit cranstonmecu.orgVisit  cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010.or cal l  401-463-3010.

Limited
Time
Offer

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rates are subject to change without notice and may change monthly. Minimum balance to
open is $500. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Other conditions�may apply. Federally- insured by National Credit
Union Administration.  We do business in accordance with the Fair Housing Law and Equal Opportunity Credit Act.

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

The Johnston Senior Center Spotlite this week shines on Susan Stahowiak.
Susan began visiting the Center three years ago, when she joined a group of mem-

bers who meet five mornings a week to “walk away the pounds.”
Susan moved to Johnston from Warwick six years ago. She enjoys many other ac-

tivities here at the Center, and is a familiar smiling face, participating in daytrips, 
book club, wine and paint, and just about every other activity of interest.

Susan says she has developed some of her very best friendships here at the Center. 
When not participating in an activity, she can be seen volunteering in some capacity, 
like “working the bingo” on Thursdays and Fridays. Further, she enjoys the meals 
here at the Center. 

Outside of the Center, Susan is known to help anyone in need in her residential 
community with rides, pickups, and errands. She also volunteers at St. Robert Bel-
larmine Church.

Most important to Susan is her time spent with family — her daughter, son-in-law, 
and granddaughter, and six siblings. 

She enjoys traveling, and belongs to two travel groups. In fact, she just returned 
from what has become an annual family trip, this time to Utah and Nevada, and 
claims the daily exercise program here “helped her up those mountain trails.”

Susan stressed the fact that she sees so many acts of kindness, and experiences so 
much kindness herself as a member here. Susan is the “perfect example” that giving 
and receiving kindness leads to a happy and rewarding life. 

If you know someone who has some kindness to share, bring them by the JSC. If 
you know someone that could benefit by a kind and warm welcome, we would like 
to introduce you to Susan.

Editor’s Note: Richard J. DelFino Jr. serves as Executive Director of the Johnston Senior 
Center, at 1291 Hartford Ave., Johnston. The Johnston Sun Rise regularly publishes a senior 
profile, called “Senior Spotlite,” submitted by the senior center.

Desperately seeking 
more Susans

Despite booming attendance, the JSC’s always 
looking for a few more good members

Senior
‘Spotlite’

SUSAN SAYS HI: Susan Stahowiak, a Warwick transplant to Johnston, balances a 
full schedule of events with her time at the Johnston Senior Center. (Photo courtesy 
Richard J. DelFino Jr.)
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Dispose of all unwanted or expired medications.
Drug Take Back Day

October 28, 2023  •  10am – 2pm
Cranston Police Department – 5 Garfield Avenue

Johnston Police Department – 1651 Atwood Avenue

For 24/7 drop box locations, visit:
spcprevention.org/drug-drop-box

By AMANDA MILKOVITS
Globe Staff

Edtior’s Note: This article was first published by Boston 
Globe Rhode Island and has been republished by the Johnston 
Sun Rise with permission. Visit Globe.com/RI for a free trial 
digital subscription to the Globe.

JOHNSTON, R.I. — As small local newspapers 
struggle with dwindling circulation and shrinking rev-
enue, public officials unhappy with critical news sto-
ries are hitting where it hurts — yanking away their 
contracts to advertise legal notices.

It’s a problem that has been playing out for small 
dailies and weeklies in New York, New Jersey, Colora-
do, and other states — including Rhode Island. And, 
besides hurting the papers’ bottom lines, some experts 
note it could infringe on First Amendment rights.

Days after his inauguration in January, the new 
mayor of this suburban town bordering Providence 
pulled the legal ads from the Johnston Sun Rise, the 
free weekly publication with a circulation of 4,500 and 
a single full-time editor/reporter, and switched to the 
Providence Journal, the statewide daily newspaper 
owned by Gannett.

Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. told the Globe that he 
wanted to use the Journal’s bigger circulation to attract 
a broader audience for bids — and that the move had 
nothing to do with the coverage in the Sun Rise.

“I made the move immediately upon taking office,” 
Polisena said. “It’s not like there were months of per-
ceived negative stories, and then I made the switch.”

But Polisena was candid about his irritation with the 
questions coming from the Sun Rise’s editor/reporter, 
Rory Schuler. In an interview with the Globe, Polisena 
rattled off a list of stories that he thought were unfair, 
including some from when Polisena was vice chairman 
of the town council, before he was elected mayor.

Among the stories that rankled were ones about the 
firing of a senior center director; a state senator who 
runs an HVAC company getting a full-time, on-call 

town job paying more than $80,000 as an inspector for 
construction of the Amazon facility; the budget missing 
a deadline under the town charter; and campaign con-
tributions that Polisena and the former mayor — his 
father, Joseph Polisena Sr. — received from employees 
of solar companies that are proposing large solar field 
developments and facing pushback from furious resi-
dents.

John Howell is the publisher of Beacon Communica-
tions, which includes the Johnston Sun Rise, the War-
wick Beacon, and the Cranston Herald weeklies. He 
told the Globe that, after the younger Polisena was 
elected in 2022, he made it clear in private meetings 
with Howell that he was unhappy with Schuler’s cov-
erage and said he was going to switch the town’s legal 
ads from the Sun Rise to the Journal.

“The mayor said, ‘I’m not going to support some-
body who is working against me,’ and that as long as 
Rory’s with the paper he’s not going to advertise,” 
Howell said. He has been down this road twice before: 
In 1970 and in 2019, Warwick mayors who were un-
happy with the Warwick Beacon for various reasons 
pulled their legal ads.

Both the current and the previous mayor have ac-
cused Schuler of “gotcha journalism” in the past, How-
ell said, but the elder Polisena continued to run the 
town’s public notices in the Sun Rise, instead of the 
Journal, because the weekly is local and the ad rates are 
cheaper.

In an interview with the Globe, the current mayor 
denied telling Howell to fire Schuler or he’d lose the 
legal ads. Polisena said that he spoke to Howell in late 
2022 about “the feel of the paper” and said that he was 
going to switch to advertising with the Journal. He ac-
knowledged, however, that he was upset that Schuler 
had published information, after confirming it with 
other sources, that Polisena had also told him off the 
record.

In January, the new mayor made the switch. The loss 
of the advertising contract cut the Sun Rise’s revenue 
by more than $12,000 a year — a serious hit to the tiny, 
free weekly publication.

“They’re not happy that I pulled the advertising,” 
Polisena said. “I’m not in this to make a newspaper 
money. I’m in this to protect the taxpayers.”

But the Providence Journal, which had a daily circu-
lation of about 27,000 in 2022, charges far more — as 
much as 10 times more — than the Sun Rise to print 
public notices and legal ads.

The Sun Rise charged $165 for liquor license renewal 
notices and $39 to $102 for board agendas, and the 
Providence Journal charged more than $600 for liquor 
license renewal notices and $800 to $1,300 for planning 
board agendas, according to receipts provided by the 
town. A legal notice for an April planning board meet-
ing cost nearly $8,000 to run for two weeks in the Jour-
nal.

That has increased costs for the town, which runs 
notices about ordinances and requests for purchases, as 
well as for the petitioners, such as vendors and devel-
opers, who are required to take out the notices to in-
form the public about hearings on licenses, zoning, and 
planning. The town collects the fees from the petition-
ers, then pays the newspapers for the notices.

Some residents and political leaders note that the 
change has also affected the public. 

Democratic Town Councilman Robert Civetti, who 
has led the charge against solar array sites in the resi-

In a small town, a big issue 
about the First Amendment
Legal ads bring a lot of revenue to little local newspapers. 
What happens when local politicians pull them?

THE STACKS: Johnston Sun Rise publisher John 
Howell looked over a layout of the front page of the 
Warwick Beacon newspaper near stacks of the news-
papers in the office. (JohnTlumacki/Globe Staff)

LEGALS - PAGE 4■
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Quality Fuel at a Low Price!
Since 2007

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air conditioning

401-823-5996
www.aurorafuelri.com Lic#31

Heating/AC  Repair • Service • Cleanings
AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available • Heating Assistance Vendor

call for lowest price!

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

5.10% 
APY

Soaring Savings

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effec�ve as of 8/9/2023 and subject to change 
therea�er. $25,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle 
period to earn interest.  Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce 
earnings.

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI 

02903

 NEW LOCATIONS!

Craft Fair
Fall Harvest
Sunday, October 1st

9am-3pm

Over 30 Local Artisans featured, 
including Penny Social, Food, 

Sweet Treats, 
Raffl es & More!

Our Lady of Grace Church Hall
15 George Waterman Rd, Johnston

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

ADVERTISE
TODAY!

To place your ad, call

732-3100

dential neighborhoods in his ward, said that advertis-
ing in the statewide newspaper has made it difficult for 
people to find out about local meetings and proposed 
changes in Johnston.

At a council meeting on March 13, Civetti asked for 
information about whether the ads in the Providence 
Journal are cost effective. In August, he told the Globe 
that he’s still waiting for answers.

“If they felt they are getting more bids by advertising 
in the Journal, then continue to do so, but I think the 
public meetings and things going on in town should be 
in the Sun Rise,” he told the Globe. “That’s where peo-
ple can see them.”

The Johnston Republican Town Committee also said 
it would be in the town’s best interest to have the no-
tices of town meetings in the Sun Rise.

“We are so fortunate to have this free newspaper,” 
committee chairwoman Sandra Taylor told the Globe. 
“The Sun Rise is printed every Thursday and we can 
count on its timing. We appreciate transparency. It 
makes sense to keep business local.”

People are now relying on word of mouth to find out 
about upcoming meetings, because they don’t sub-
scribe to the Journal, said Lynn Grissom, a Johnston 
native.

But they do read the Sun Rise. “It’s where local peo-
ple go for local information about the community,” she 
said.

Grissom defended Schuler’s reporting in the Sun 
Rise. “He reports it like it is,” she said. “Good for the 
freedom of the press that Rory is still doing his job.”

The Polisenas are both Democrats. The chairman of 
the Johnston Democratic Town Committee, lawyer Jo-
seph Ballirano, who is also solicitor for the town Zon-
ing Board, didn’t respond to the Globe’s requests for 
comment.

Public notices are not only critical to small newspa-
pers, they are one of the pillars of government transpar-
ency, said Richard Karpel, the executive director of the 
Public Notice Resource Center, a nonprofit that pro-
motes government and corporate transparency through 
public notices in newspapers.

Laws in all 50 states require that notices informing 
the public about town meetings, hearings, elections, 
probate court matters, tax sales, changes in ordinances 
– even something as small as when the town is consid-
ering abandoning a road – must be published in a 
newspaper.

Pulling contracts to publish legal notices as punish-
ment “is happening more often,” he said. “If they have 
a choice to publish notices in more than one paper, they 
can exercise that option, but the question is, is it good 
for the community or not?”

Polisena said he’s willing to pay more to advertise in 
the Providence Journal, even if most of Johnston’s 
nearly 30,000 residents don’t subscribe to it and the 
paper has no dedicated coverage of the town. The town 
has gotten more responses to its requests for bids from 
ads in the Providence Journal than the Sun Rise, he 
said. Town Clerk Vincent Baccari Jr. confirmed the in-
crease in responses.

Howell met with Polisena and the mayor’s chief of 
staff and deputy chief of staff in March and appealed to 
him to change his mind. He said he told Polisena about 
the importance of transparency in local government 
and said more residents were likely to see the ads in the 
local weekly.

In response, Polisena offered to pay the Sun Rise a 
token $1 to publish the notices. Howell declined.

Polisena said that meant “their argument on trans-

parency doesn’t hold up.”
The question is whether pulling the ads – and the 

revenue they generate for the Sun Rise – amounts to a 
violation of the First Amendment, which serves, among 
other things, to protect journalists from being punished 
for exercising their constitutional rights and publishing 
the news.

Justin Silverman, the executive director of the New 
England First Amendment Coalition, said he sees “red 
flags” in the Johnston case. However, he said, it can be 
difficult to prove a violation of the First Amendment.

“The First Amendment only comes into play when 
it’s a retaliatory measure, and not for other reasons that 
may make sense, such as moving ads to another publi-
cation for a broader audience or better rates. That’s 
where it gets tricky,” Silverman said. “It’s difficult to 
prove without someone making an explicit threat.”

The American Civil Liberties Union of Rhode Island 
has offered to review the matter.

”The local media serve as an important check on gov-
ernment misconduct and threats against them for doing 
their job should be a concern of every resident,” said 
ACLU executive director Steve Brown. “I’m not in a 
position to say that this happened, but it’s concerning 
to have these allegations raised by a reputable member 
of the media.”

Since Schuler became the Sun Rise’s editor in May 
2021, he has won awards for his coverage, including the 
Distinguished Journalist Award from the Rhode Island 
Press Association.

“I like to tell both sides of the story,” he told the 
Globe. “My goal was to provide a solid news product 
in a town that was getting minimal media attention, 
except for maybe a sensational story that popped up.”

When asked if Schuler’s reporting was objective, 
Polisena paused before answering. “I think he does 
what he’s supposed to do, which is be a check on the 
administration,” he responded.

“It’s not their job to paint me in a positive or negative 
light. It’s the media’s job to identify the facts of the 
story,” Polisena added.

And yet.
The mayor said he has no intentions of switching the 

public notices back to the Sun Rise, even if Schuler 
stops working there. Schuler said he has no intentions 
of changing the way he covers the town.

“No matter what these public officials say,” Schuler 
said, “they can give their opinions, but they do not get 
to control what the local newspaper writes.”

Scan this QR code for a free trial digital subscription 
to BostonGlobe.com:

� Legals
(Continued from page 3)

HOT OFF 
THE 

PRESS: 
Three 

editions of 
the Sun Rise 
that Schuler 
pointed out, 

in which 
Mayor 

Polisena 
was featured 
prominently. 

(John
Tlumacki/

Globe Staff)
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DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

Johnston Police log

NO LICENSE
Around 9:30 a.m., July 28, Johnston 

Police Patrolman Aaron Blanco was on a 
fixed post at 1074 Plainfield St., when he 
spotted a black Mercedes traveling ap-
proximately 10 miles over the speed 
limit. He initiated a traffic stop and iden-
tified the driver as Jonathan T. Obrien, 
28, of 1635 Cranston St., Cranston. DMV 
files revealed the vehicle’s registration 
was expired and Obrien’s driver’s li-
cense was suspended. He was cited for 
Speeding 1 to 10 MPH in Excess of 
Posted Speed Limit, Driving with Ex-
pired Registration and Driving with 
Suspended License (fourth or subse-
quent offense). The vehicle was towed 
from the scene.

DUI
Around 10:50 p.m., Aug. 20, Johnston 

Police Patrolman Matthew D. Murphy 
was on a detail in the area of 2200 Hart-
ford Ave., while another Johnston officer 
attempted a traffic stop on a black Chevy 
Silverado with Massachusetts plates.

“The vehicle initially refused to stop,” 
Murphy wrote in the arrest report.

Less than 10 minutes later, police lo-
cated the truck and driver, who they 
later identified as Floyd A. Lackey, 55, of 
3 Wade Road, Plainville, Massachusetts. 

“I detected a strong odor of alcohol 
emitting from Mr. Lackey’s breath, and 
immediately noticed his slurred speech,” 
Murphy wrote. “I also observed Mr. 
Lackey to have bloodshot and watery 
eyes, and his facial skin was blush-red. I 
noticed Mr. Lackey to have difficulty 
standing on his own, as he was leaning 
on the side of his truck.”

Lackey allegedly told police he had 
been drinking at home and decided to 
go for a ride, according to the report. 
Police asked him to consent to a series of 
standardized field sobriety tests. He re-
fused and was arrested, read his rights, 
his truck was searched and towed from 
the scene. 

At headquarters, Lackey also refused 
to take a “chemical test.”

Lackey was criminal charged with 
Driving Under the Influence of Liquor 
or Drugs (first offense, BAC unknown). 
He was also issued a citation for Refusal 
to Submit to a Chemical Test.

DRUG POSSESSION
Around 4:45 p.m., June 18, Johnston 

Police Patrolman Patrick Gendreau took 
a fixed post “in order to attempt to con-
duct a pretext motor vehicle stop of an 
individual who has two active warrants. 

Police identified the suspect as Thom-
as A. Orlando, 30, of 15 Manuel Ave., 
Johnston. 

Gendreau spotted Orlando driving 
south on Killingly Street and initiated a 
traffic stop. He eventually stopped for 
police on King Street. 

The driver told police he didn’t have a 
license on him, and gave police a differ-
ent name and address.

Police ran a background check on Or-
lando and confirmed an active bench 
warrant out of North Providence for the 
violation of a No Contact Order. He was 
placed under arrest and charged for 
Driving with Expired License or With-
out a License (second offense). 

Police advised Orlando that there 
were active warrants for his arrest. He 
was taken into custody and searched. 
Police then searched his vehicle. 

“An inventory of Mr. Orlando’s motor 
vehicle was conducted, at which time I 
located what appeared to be a crack pipe 
under the driver’s seat, which had a 
white powdery like residue on the end 
of the pipe,” Gendreau wrote in the ar-
rest report. “While searching the general 
area in which the pipe was located in 
under the driver’s side seat, I then lo-
cated a partial plastic bag with a white 
powdery substance with solid white 
rocks accompanied inside of the bag.”

The vehicle was towed from the scene. 
Orlando was transported back to John-
ston Police Headquarters. 

“Due to the discoveries made on 
scene, an unclothed search of Mr. Or-
lando was conducted … which was met 
with negative results,” Gendreau wrote.

A further search through Rhode Is-
land Court Connect revealed Orlando 
was a bail violator. He was also charged 
with two additional misdemeanors: Pos-
session of Schedule I, II, III, IV, V, and 
Obstructing Officer in Execution of Du-
ty.

Orlando was remanded to the ACI 
Men’s Intake Center as a bail violator.

FORGERY
Around 1:15 p.m., May 2, Johnston 

police responded to headquarters to 
speak to a possible victim of check 
fraud. The victim told police that he 
checked his bank statement and found a 
check cashed that he believed to be 
fraudulent. The check for $925.35 was 
cashed on April 19.

The bank provided police with sur-
veillance images of the man who cashed 
the check. 

Police identified the man who alleg-
edly cashed the check as Richard Y. 
Hiraldo, 24, of 23 Kinfield St., Provi-
dence. He had provided the bank with 
an ID while cashing the check. 

The bank also told police that Hiraldo 
also attempted to cash another check on 

April 26 for $900, but the date on the 
check was made out for 2003, so they 
contacted the owner. The account owner 
told the bank that she never wrote the 
check. Since the check was not cashed, 
the bank did not file a complaint, ac-
cording to an incident report filed by 
Johnston Police Detective Derek Para-
scandolo.

The bank agreed to file a criminal 
complaint against Hiraldo for the previ-
ous check he successfully cashed.

Police detectives reviewed the surveil-
lance footage for a description of the 
suspect. They also noted that in the foot-
age, Hiraldo “can be seen utilizing his 
phone.”

A cross agency check revealed the sus-
pect had previously been arrested by 
Rhode Island State Police in 2021 on a 
charge of Receiving Stolen Goods, and 
he “is also a suspect in another incident” 
connected to a cashed fraudulent check.

An arrest warrant and affidavit was 
prepared for Hiraldo on charges of 
Fraudulent Checks (under $1,000), Forg-
ery and Counterfeiting in General, and 
Obtaining Money Under False Pretenses 
or Personation (less than $1,500). 

Around 4:30 p.m., Aug. 8, Johnston 
Police learned that Hiraldo was taken 
into custody by State Police on the active 
JPD warrants. 

ROAD RAGE
Around 12:45 p.m., Aug. 2, Johnston 

Police responded to a reported road rage 
incident that resulted in damage to a 
vehicle. The caller told police she was 
traveling east on Greenville Avenue 
when another vehicle made an abrupt 
U-turn from the westbound lane into the 
eastbound lane, cutting her off.

She gave police a description of the 
vehicle, the driver and the plate number. 
The caller told police she “followed the 
vehicle back to a residence where the 
operator exited the vehicle and chal-
lenged (the victim) to get out of her ve-
hicle and fight.” 

The caller told police she left and 
phoned police.

Police noted minor damage to the ve-
hicle’s rear driver’s side panel allegedly 
caused by “the objects being thrown.” 
Police identified the alleged road rage 
driver as Jennifer Duran, 25, of 7 Golini 
Drive, Johnston. 

The victim told police she wished to 
pursue criminal charges. Police issued 
warrants against Duran for two misde-
meanor charges: Throwing Article at 
Moving Vehicle and Disorderly Con-
duct. 

Around 2 a.m., Aug. 27, Johnston Po-
lice responded to the RISP barracks at 
1575 Old Louisquisset Pike in Lincoln to 
take custody of Duran, who had been 
picked up on the Johnston Police war-
rants. She was transported to Johnston 
Police Headquarters without incident. 

By RORY SCHULER

Two Johnston High School students were arrested last week following an assault 
on the school’s police department-assigned Resource Officer.

Around 10 a.m., Thursday, Johnston Police responded to the school. 
According to Johnston Police Chief Mark A. Vieira, “two disorderly students 

were placed under arrest.”
Johnston Schools Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo Jr. refused to comment on 

the incident.
“Our policy is not to disclose information regarding students in the district,” 

DiLullo wrote via email Wednesday morning. “Thank you for reaching out.”
The two students taken into custody are facing different charges, according to 

police.
“One juvenile was charged with disorderly conduct and resisting arrest,” Vieira 

wrote via email. “A second juvenile was charged with simple assault and disor-
derly conduct. The victim of the simple assault was a school resource officer (SRO) 
for the high school. The second juvenile assaulted the SRO.”

No injuries were reported and the Resource Officer was never off the JHS beat.
“The school resource officer and the involved juveniles did not sustain any inju-

ries,” according to Vieira. “The SRO was never out of work due to this incident.”

Johnston High SRO 
assaulted; two 

students arrested
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cherry hill manor nursing & rehabilitation center
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  Outsourcing (abbr.)
 4.  Post
 8.  German city on edge of 

Black Forest
 10.  “__, but goodie”
 11.  Spiced stew
 12.  Passionately
 13.  Monetary units
 15.  Group of living organisms
 16.  Organic compound derived 

from ammonia
 17.  High honors
 18.  5-year-olds’ classes
 21.  Swiss river
 22.  Old woman
 23.  Cash machine
 24.  A way to soak
 25.  Hair product
 26.  Deride
 27.  “The Blonde Bombshell”

 34.  Cause to become insane
 35.  Bluish greens
 36.  Supported with money
 37.  Type of equation
 38.  Court offi cials
 39.  Indian god
 40.  Rids
 41.  Leak slowly through
 42.  Units of ionizing radiation
 43.  Midway between south and 

southeast

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Native of Slovakia
 2.  Deli meat
 3.  Fibrous substance in fungi
 4.  Cutting
 5.  Vedder and Van Halen
 6.  Horror comic novelist
 7.  Rulers of Tunis 
 9.  Shaped like a circle

 10.  Make a pig of oneself
 12.  Aphorism
 14.  Witness
 15.  Single Lens Refl ex
 17.  Freshwater North American 

fi sh
 19.  Nautical ropes
 20.  Leg (slang)
 23.  Pokes holes in
 24.  Moved quickly on foot
 25.  Fix-it shops
 26.  Type of bread
 27.  Repaired
 28.  Synthetic diamond (abbr.)
 29.  Type of drug (abbr.)
 30.  German city along the Rhine
 31.  Animal disease
 32.  Martini necessities
 33.  Get away from
 34.  Village in Mali
 36.  Djibouti franc

Johnston 
Sun Rise

LegaL
Notices

Public Auction
Legal Notice

To: WESTLAKE FINANCIAL PO 
BOX 76809 LOS ANGELES,CA. 
WENDY ROBERTSON PO BOX 
83 NORTH SCITUATE RI 02857 A 
public auction will be held at 775 
Hartford Ave Johnston RI on SEP-
TEMBER 30 2023 at 900 am. The 
vehicle a 2015 NISSAN KNMAT-
2MVOFP573901 belonging to the 
above. the auction being held is to 
satisfy towing and storage fees.  

9/28/23

Sun RiSe ScoopS
Sun Rise 

Staff Reports

Sept. 30 
RISPCA Paws in  

the Park 
The Rhode Island Soci-

ety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals will 
hold its 21st Annual Dog 
Walk on Sat., Sept. 30, at 
Rocky Point Park, 1 
Rocky Point Ave., War-
wick from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Rain or shine.  All 
proceeds benefit commu-
nity programs and ser-
vices including adoption, 
humane education and 
affordable veterinary 
care. Register and FUNd-
raise today. For more in-
formation: rispca.org.

Oct. 1
Fall Harvest 

Craft Fair
On Sunday, Oct. 1, 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Our 
Lady of Grace Church, at 
15 George Waterman 
Road, in Johnston (en-
trance on Sheridan 
Street), will hold its an-
nual Fall Harvest Craft 
Fair. The organizers ex-
pect more than 30 local 
artisans, who will be of-
fering handmade arts 
and crafts. The fair will 
also feature Italian food, 
sweet treats, a penny so-
cial, raffles and more.

Oct. 1 
Cranston Fall Festival 

Rescheduled
The Cranston Fall Fes-

tival has been resched-
uled because of the 
weather forecast, and has 
moved to Sun., Oct. 1, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Itri Square, 
Knightsville, Cranston. 
We Be Jammin Events 
and Ocean State Food 
Truck Festivals present:  
Vendors, Local Business-
es, Entertainment, Dem-
onstrations, Food Trucks, 
Beer Garden, Kids Activi-
ties and more! For more 
information:  webejam-
minevents.com

Oct. 3 
Photographic  
Society of RI 

The Photographic Soci-
ety of RI will hold its 
meeting on Tues., Oct. 3, 
at 6:30 p.m., as a social 
time and the meeting will 
start at 7 p.m. It will be 
held at Lakewood Baptist 
Church, 255 Atlantic 
Ave., Warwick. It will be 
the 1st Open Competi-
tion of the new year.  The 
competition will include 
black & white prints, col-
or prints, digital images 
and slides.  Future meet-
ings will include live 
demos, competitions, set-

ups for photo ops, image 
studies and presentations 
from experts on a vast ar-
ray of topics for a wide 
range of skill levels.  
Whether a member or 
not, please come and en-
joy the program and to 
see what the club is all 
about

Oct. 7 
Author Talk and  

Book Signing 
The Marian J. Mohr 

Memorial Library, 1 Me-
morial Dr., Johnston, will 
host author Alexia Wil-
liams, author of the chil-
dren’s book, “Livyloo’s 
Quiet Morning” who will 
present a book talk and 
signing. The event will be 
on Sat., Oct. 7, from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.  All are 
welcome.

Oct. 7
Johnston Historical  
Society Yard Sale

The Johnston Historical 
Society will be hosting 
their annual Yard Sale on 
Saturday, Oct. 7, from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the soci-
ety’s Museum, 101 Put-
nam Pike (Route 44) in 
Johnston. A Sunday, Oct. 
8 rain date has been set 
(same times). The histori-
cal society is also offering 
spots at the sale for a $25 
donation (one 6-foot ta-
ble; bring your own). 
Those interested in “rent-
ing” must contact Antho-
ny Ursillo at 401-764-5901 
or aursillo401@gmail.
com. The Johnston His-
torical Society is a 501 
(3C) non -profit organiza-
tion.

Oct 14 
Walk to End Domestic 

Violence 
The Walk to End Do-

mestic Violence for the 
Elizabeth Buffum Chace 
Center will be held on 
Sat., Oct. 14, from 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. starting at 
Rocky Point State Park, 1 
Rocky Point Ave., War-
wick.  The walk brings 
awareness to domestic 
violence and raises mon-
ey for services which di-
rectly impact victims and 
survivors in the commu-
nity.  The Elzabeth Buf-
fum Chace Center pro-
vides free, confidential 
services to over 3,500 vic-
tims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault each 
year throughout RI.  For 
more information: ebc-
center.org/walk.

Oct. 14
Hope Historical Society

October Open Forum
“Rhode Island 
Memorabilia”

The Hope Historical 
Society invites the com-
munity to participate in 
our October 2023 Open 
Forum meeting “Rhode 
Island Memorabilia”. 
Our September meeting 
focused on HHS sharing 
artifacts and memorabilia 
acquired during 2022-
2023 and proved such a 
success that HHS decid-
ed to continue the fun by 
encouraging HHS mem-
bers and guests to dis-
play, discuss, and share 
their own memorabilia 
from Hope and its sur-

rounding areas and 
Rhode Island. HHS will 
show a short movie “Re-
port from Rhode Island” 
produced during World 
War II to keep up morale 
in 48 states. The meeting 
will be held on Sat.,  Oct. 
14, at 2 p.m. at the How-
land Barn, 35 Ryefield 
Road, Hope. All are wel-
come! 

 The “Rhode Island 
Memorabilia” topic is an 
Open Forum meeting.  
Open Forum is an inter-
active meeting where 
members and attendees 
become a living history 
by sharing pictures, arti-
facts, stories, etc. related 
to the program topic. 
What qualifies as memo-
rabilia? Objects valued 
for their connection with 
historical events, per-
sons, culture, or enter-
tainment as well as senti-
mental value are consid-
ered memorabilia. The 
value of memorabilia is 
not on the objects them-
selves but in the memo-
ries, the tales and experi-
ences associated with it. 
So, bring your treasured 
memorabilia to the meet-
ing for a lively discussion 
and reminiscence of 
times gone by.   

Intrigued by the topic 
but cannot attend “Rhode 
Island Memorabilia”?  
No worries!  You can still 
share in being part of the 
living history by posting 
a picture and/or story on 
our Facebook page 
“Hope Historical Society, 
Hope, RI”.  Pictures and 
stories must be posted at 
least 72 hours before the 
meeting to be included at 
the Open Forum. Not a 
Facebook user? Pictures 
or stories can be emailed 
to the HHS at hopehis-
toricalsociety@yahoo.
com.  

Please consider a mem-
bership to the Hope His-
torical Society.  Member-
ship dues support the 
many and varied pro-
grams offered by Hope 
Historical Society as well 
as maintaining our ar-
chives. To learn more 
about the Hope Histori-
cal Society please visit 
our active Facebook page, 
to see postings, pictures, 
videos, event informa-
tion, and shared appreci-
ation for all things his-
toric to Hope and sur-
rounding areas!

Oct. 25
Johnston Blood 

Drive
Johnston plans to host 

a community Blood 
Drive, from 2 p.m. to 7 
p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 25, 
at the Johnston Senior 
Center Dining Hall, 1291 
Hartford Ave., Johnston. 

All presenting donors 
will receive a $5 Target 
gift card. Donations by 
appointment (walk-ins 
will be welcomed if avail-
ability permits at time of 
arrival). Go to www.ribc.
org/drives to book an ap-
pointment (sponsor code 
3776). 

Blood donations will 
help stock the Rhode Is-
land Blood Center 
(RIBC). 

SCOOPS - PAGE 9■
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JOHNSTON

National and local government health agencies are 
in the midst of a renewed campaign to emphasize the 
importance of getting the newest batch of vaccines 
developed to protect individuals against the harshest 
possible consequences from the Covid-19 virus.

And while this message will fall on deaf ears for 
those who have completely checked out mentally of 
any talk regarding this persistent disease’s influence 
in our lives, those who are still vulnerable to the po-
tential consequences of Covid would be doing them-
selves a great service to try and change their thought 
process on how we interact with the release of new 

vaccines for Co-
vid now, and 
moving forward.

Each year, a 
new shot aimed 
to prevent the 
worst outcomes 

from the common flu is developed and given out to 
millions of Americans without consequence or contro-
versy. We have now entered a world where the same is 
beginning to happen with the Covid virus.

Viruses mutate and change, and therefore so must 
our approach to safeguarding against them. These 
aren’t “boosters” anymore, they are updated, new vac-
cines specifically developed to target the current vari-
ants of the virus causing the most illnesses at the cur-
rent time period.

Incorporating a new Covid vaccine into our regular 
healthcare regimen is also pretty easy to accomplish. 
Covid vaccines are safe to receive at the same time as 
the seasonal flu vaccine, so there is no logical reason 
not to simply immunize yourself to both sicknesses at 
the same time, and then forget about it until it’s time 
to do it again.

The conspiracy that Covid vaccines harbor some 
kind of unseen or unreported danger — while admit-
tedly fueled in some cases by healthy skepticism over 
the speed at which they were developed, and due to 
conflicting information communicated by govern-
ments during a rollout period of utter chaos — have 
been shown through unbiased, time-tested evidence 
to be nothing but fear-based fantasies drummed up 
and parroted by those already distrusting of govern-
ment institutions.

The risk of getting a serious bout of Covid and suf-
fering its effects, or passing it along to an immuno-
compromised friend or family member, so wholly 
outweighs the risk of getting a simple vaccination that 
it isn’t even worth arguing over anymore. The re-
search is concluded, and a nearly-three-year trial pe-
riod featuring multiple billions (with a ‘B’) of conse-
quence-free injections around the world has proven it 
so.

With fall and winter coming up, we’ll be back in the 
thick of sickness season soon. Do yourself and your 
loved ones a favor and get the shot.

Changing perspective on 
Covid vaccines

To the Editor,
After reading Mark Patinkin’s excellent Providence Journal column complimenting the Rhode Island Airport 

Corporation’s outstanding ad that disparages Boston’s Logan Airport with advice to air travelers to “forget about 
all the B.S @ BOS” (Ouch! T.F. Green ad takes a bite out of Boston, 9/24, 2A), I felt compelled to revisit Dante’s 
Inferno referenced by Patinkin.   

Lo and Behold! Who did I find in Dante’s 8th Circle of Hell? None other than Donald Trump.
Dante’s Inferno has nine rings. Within the eighth ring, the Mlebolge (Evil Pockets), are ten bolgie, or ditches of 

stone. Within these bolgie are the fraudulent, those guilty of deliberate, knowing evil. 
There in the fourth bolgia, reserved for sorcerers and false prophets, I found the future Donald Trump. He wal-

lows there with his head twisted backward, crying so many tears that he cannot see. He and his fellow fourth 
bolgia residents suffer retribution for the delusions they concocted that led their followers to their own peril. 

Patinkin posits that if Dante could try flying out of Logan Airport, he would add a tenth circle of hell to include 
the “B.S. @ BOS.”  Good, moderate conservatives, on the other hand, believe that Donald Trump has so egre-
giously deceived his followers--deceit that will once again cause conservatives to lose Congress in 2024--he will 
one day occupy a prominent place in Dante’s eighth circle of hell. 

Many of Trump’s more ardent advocates will be in the eighth circle beside him. The rest of us will continue to 
suffer in the first circle of hell (Limbo) reserved for the non-believing but virtuous who forever grieve the hope-
lessness that our country will ever find reconciliation.

Lonnie Barham
Warwick

Editor’s Note: Barham, a retired Army Colonel, has voted Republican most of his adult life.

Confined to the first circle of hell?
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ing new schools and we don’t want to be part of 
Learn365? That doesn’t make any sense. I hate to see 
why we’re the minority.” 

The mayor had left the meeting, and no members of 
his administration were in attendance at the meeting to 
answer Civetti’s questions.

“Did they fall asleep at the wheel and no one fol-
lowed up on it?” Civetti asked last week. “I can’t ex-
plain their reasoning. It’s very possible they looked into 
it and decided (not to proceed).”

In the Minority
As of last week, according to Sheaff, 35 Rhode Island 

communities (or nearly 90%) have signed the compact, 
“because they understand the importance of uniting 
our state as one team around the idea of improving 
educational outcomes for our students.”

At their last regular meeting, School Committee 
Member Susan Mansolillo raised concerns that the 
schools are short-staffed, since this year’s school de-
partment budget request was slashed by the town (the 
schools requested more than $5 million more over last 
year, but received around $2 million more from the 
town).

“I said almost two months ago, the superintendent 
and myself were both in agreement, Johnston will not 
be joining Learn365,” Polisena said last week.

Johnston Schools Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiL-
ullo Jr. backed up the mayor.

“The Mayor and I entered into a discussion with the 
Governor’s Learn 365 Coordinator,” DiLullo explained. 
“During that discussion we were not able to ascertain 
whether there would be funding to continue programs 
that were started with these available funds. Our goal 
is to become more cost effective in our delivery of high 
quality instruction and to be able to sustain that invest-
ment.”

The schools have been tasked with cutting tasks, 
while simultaneously planning a massive school build-
ing project. (The project was pitched to voters as a town 
wide school system overhaul, however major portions 
— including middle and high school renovations — 
have been significantly altered or dropped altogether.)

“I believe our focus has to be on instruction during 
the school day,” DiLullo argued. “I don’t believe a lon-
ger school day will necessarily enhance student out-
comes without a strong curriculum and highly effective 

teachers.  The plan as described to us contained nei-
ther.”

Municipal Compacts
The town and its school system have decided to take 

their own path toward school improvement.
“We have purchased high quality curriculum materi-

als in both English Language Arts and Mathematics,” 
DiLullo explained. “This year we are piloting a high 
quality science program at our middle school. All our 
teachers will be trained in research based reading in-
struction whether they teach reading or other content 
areas. We also have purchased the services of Through-
line Learning to coach teachers in their instruction in 
real time.” 

Sheaff further explained the Learn365RI Municipal 
Compacts.

“The compacts are public statements by municipal 
leaders that send an important message to residents 
that their community is committed to improving edu-
cational outcomes for students and that this will be a 
priority for everyone going forward,” he wrote via 
email.

He insists the town would not have faced ongoing 
program costs down the road, and Polisena and DiL-
ullo’s fears are unfounded.

“Once a community signs onto Learn365RI, they be-
come eligible for various sources of funding and other 
support to help expand learning opportunities so we 
can reach that goal,” Sheaff explained. “The communi-
ty can choose which programs they want to participate 
in. All programs are opt-in.”

Sheaff said that “a community can sign onto Learn-
365RI at any time.”

“Programs under the Learn365RI initiative have their 
own application deadlines,” he said. “Signing the com-
pact does not commit any municipality to any financial 
expenditures — signing the compact says that you’re 
committed to improving educational outcomes in your 
community.”

Strings Attached? 
Despite assurances from the governor’s office, Polise-

na had the town’s new lawyer look into the matter.
“Our solicitor, Allan Fung, called the Governor’s of-

fice three weeks after the deadline and asked to see 
documentation submitted to the US Treasury by the 
state, because he and I both had a question as to wheth-
er the Governor could legally withhold federal funds 
from municipalities who opt not to join his pet project 
spending programs,” Polisena wrote last week.

Polisena, a former governor’s office employee (he 
says he resigned from his position prior to running for 
mayor), doubts the initial funds come with no fiscal 
strings.

“I’m not taking the instant gratification of $2.2 million 
while committing Johnston to three additional govern-
ment spending programs (Learn365, Work365, 
Health365), especially when the future revenue to fund 
these programs isn’t even identified, as it will end up 
costing taxpayers more in the long haul,” he wrote. 
“You can’t always make decisions for the here and now, 
you have to look at how those decisions will impact you 
in the future. Federal funds should be used for one time 
capital expenditure projects, not to create government 
programs with a recurring annual expense.”

Federal well running dry?
Other federal funding initiatives in town are also in 

doubt. The town’s former mayor, Polisena Jr.’s father 
Joseph M. Polisena, had announced three major garage 
projects in town, funded by approximately 9 million 
federal dollars from the 2021 American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA).

Several sources have disclosed that those projects 
have experienced similar cost overruns to the school 
building project, and the status of at least two of three 
municipal garages may be in doubt (the town had 
originally planned garages to shelter Johnston’s Police, 
Fire and Department of Public Works vehicle fleets).

“At some point, all of this federal money is going to 
run out and there’s going to be a reckoning for those 
who are using these funds for recurring expenses,” 
Polisena warned. “When that happens, there’s only two 
options: cut the programs or absorb them into the exist-
ing budget. I’m not signing up Johnston to join that list.”

Civetti questions the reasoning behind the mayor’s 
move.

“Why not sign on initially?” He asked. “That’s what 
has me baffled. We want to increase the test scores. I was 
hoping that Johnston, especially since we were allocated 
over $2 million … I was hoping we would sign on to it 
… We haven’t seen things like this in the past; through 
the governors office. I don’t know why any of my col-
leagues wouldn’t be in favor of participating in this.”

Sheaff made a final point in his explanation of the 
Learn365RI initiative. 

“It’s important to underscore the fact that Learn365RI 
is not one single program or one single source of fund-
ing,” he explained. “The term ‘Learn365RI’ refers to the 
overarching effort to improve education outcomes for 
our students.”

■ Millions
(Continued from page 1)

LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT: Through the years, long-time Johnston State Rep. 
Deborah Fellela has been helping many school and civic groups in the town. Above, 
Fellela presents a check to Charles Curci, 2022-23, JHS Student Council President, 
for the grant, which was submitted by Faculty Member Greg Russo (right). Also 
taking part in the ceremony were Class of 2023 President Ayomide Olagundoye, 
current Student Council President Alexia DiLorenzo and Vice President Lucas An-
derson. The money helped defray costs of a trip to New York to see the famed 
Broadway Production Wicked, visit Madame Toussaud’s Wax Museum, and eat 
lunch at Ellen’s Stardust Diner. (Submitted photo)
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Obituaries

Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

1 Year Remembrance

RobeRt A. ARenA
August 25, 1950 - September 28, 2022

In the hearts of those who love you,
You will always be there.

Loving wife, Karen; sister, Carol;
children, Heidi and Kevin; 
cherished grandchildren,

Reese, Peyten, Kendall and Nicholas;
Paiano and Arena families

In 
Memoriam

Remember your late 
loved ones with an
In Memoriam ad

Simply provide your 
loved one’s picture, your 
verse or pick a verse 
from our selection. We 
will be happy to assist 
you. We have many 
sizes and to accommo-
date your budget.

For more information, 
call Ida at 

732-3100

Join the Johnston Police De-
partment’s for another Na-
tional Faith & Blue Weekend 
celebration.

 “The Johnston Police Depart-
ment is excited to invite you to 
one of the largest police-commu-
nity outreach efforts – Faith & 
Blue,” according to post on the 
town’s social media accounts. 
“This nationwide initiative brings 
together law enforcement and 
faith-based organizations to build 
safer and stronger communities.”

Mark your calendars for Oct. 6. 
The police plan to be on-hand 
from 5 to 7:00 p.m. at the Johnston 
Senior Center at 1291 Hartford 
Ave.

“During Faith & Blue Weekend, 
activities and initiatives are orga-
nized to engage law enforcement 
officers and community members, 
such as ‘Meet and Greet’ sessions, 
discussions, and other communi-
ty-building events,” according to 
the JPD. “These activities aim to 
bridge the gap between law en-
forcement and the communities 
they serve, fostering mutual un-
derstanding and support. Join us 
and meet with officers during con-
gregational gatherings that will be 
hosted by local Johnston churches 
and organizations.”

SCOOP OF THE WEEK

Oct. 6
Faith & 

Blue 
Weekend

Oct. 28
Annual Free Coat & Blanket Distribu-

tion 
St. John & St. James Church will hold 

its Annual Coat and Blanket Distribution 
on Sat., Oct. 28, at St. John & St. James 
Church, School Cafeteria, 17 St. John 
Street, West Warwick, from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Other clothing will be available 
such as scarves, gloves, mittens, etc. 

NAMI-RI Offers Family Support 
Groups 

The RI chapter of the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI-RI) offers free 
support groups for families and friends 
of loved ones who are struggling with 
their mental health. The groups are led 
by trained facilitators who also have 
lived experience as family members 
themselves. The group meetings last 
about 1.5 hours, and everyone who par-
ticipates in the meeting gets a chance to 
share.  The other members of the group 
try to offer help and resources, when ap-
propriate, based on their own experi-
ences. More information and full sched-
ule can be found at namirhodeisland.org. 
or call 401-331-3060. No pre-registration 
for these monthly groups is necessary.

First Thursday at 6 p.m.  IN PERSON 
ONLY at the Rochambeau Library in the 
Community Room, Rochambeau Li-
brary, 708 Hope Street, Providence 
(NEW-starts Aug.)

Second Tuesday at 5 p.m.  IN PERSON 
ONLY at the Middletown Public Library 
in the Community Room. Middletown 
Library, 700 West Main Road, Middle-
town.

Third Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. MEETS 
VIA ZOOM ONLY. Please call 401-331-
3060 or email info@namirhodeisland.org 
for the Zoom link.

Fourth Wednesday at 6 p.m. IN PER-
SON ONLY at the Hope Valley Grange, 

#71116 Main St, Hope Valley.

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund 
The Johnston High School Class of 

1971 is raising donations for The Soul of 
‘71 Scholarship Fund at the Rhode Island 
Foundation. A generous donor has of-
fered a $4,000 challenge! The donor will 
match all gifts to the Fund up to a total of 
$4,000. The Class of 1971 initiated the 
fund on the occasion of its 50th reunion 
in 2021. Each year a scholarship will be 
awarded to a Johnston High School Se-
nior planning to attend a college, univer-
sity, trade or technical school. Donations 
are tax deductible according to your fil-
ing status. To donate, go to the following 
website: www.rifoundation.org/funds/
soul-of-1971-scholarship-fund.

Help OSDRI restock their pantry!
Operation Stand Down Rhode Island 

needs your help. Their food pantry needs 
a major restocking. See a list of needed 
nonperishable items in the photo.

Like many people, OSDRI’s clients 
have been faced with some real obstacles 
these past couple of years. With your 
help, they pledge to always be there to 
give a hand up for veterans and their 
families in need.

Items can be dropped off Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 
OSDRI’s main office, 1010 Hartford Ave., 
Johnston. If you have any questions or 
would like more information, call the 
OSDRI office at 401-383-4730.

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to Sun 
Rise Editor Rory Schuler at rorys@rhody 
beat.com or Front Desk Coordinator Ida 
Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.com. Photos in jpg 
format are accepted and news can include 
community events, promotions, academic 
news and nonprofit events. Email today and 
see your news in our column in the Johnston 
Sun Rise. Please include a daytime telephone 
number in case we require any further infor-
mation.

From the JSC staff …

The Johnston Senior Center is better than ever. We are offering more 
exercise programs and trips every week. We also have a book Club on 
the last Tuesday once a month. A Social worker/Medicare Counselor/
Ship Counselor is also provided 5 days a week. Contact Madeline Rav-
enelle at 944-3343 Please come for a tour of the facility.

The Senior Center Club meets the last Tuesday of the month. There is 
no charge for Senior Center activities. They offer Bingo on Thursday 
and Friday. Lunch is served daily at 12 p.m. (with a suggested donation 
of $3). 

A Notary (Algeria Vaughn-Bayley) will be on the premises, 9:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Monday through Thursday, free of charge.

Weekly Events
•	 Monday — Arts and Crafts
•	 Monday & Wednesday — Hi Lo Jack 
•	 Tuesday — Quilting
•	 Wednesday — Poker
•	 Thursday — Mar Jong
•	 Thursday & Friday — Bingo
Offering more programs and trips every week:

Soecuak Events 
The Johnston Senior Center and the Johnston Recreation Department 

are co-sponsoring an 8-week “HI-LO” Jack League, on Wednesday eve-
nings at 6 p.m.,   to benefit the Senior Center and Johnston Youth Sports. 

Deadline to register was Sept.. 22 and play began on Sept. 27 thru 
Nov. 22. Each team of two will pay $20 per team per night. Prize money 
will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. For more details contact 
Mike at 401-272-3460.

Trips
Thursday, Oct. 5: “Aidan Keene Tribute Legends,” 10:30 a.m., $79 pp
Monday, Oct. 16: Maine (Portland) $429pp DO. See Beautiful Historic 

Waterfront, Lighthouse, Quaint Kennebunkport. 2 nights lodging, 4 
Meals $95 pp

Tuesday, Oct. 17: Newport Playhouse, “Ghost of a Chance” Lobster 
Fest, 10:30 a.m. (no price)

Tuesday-Thursday, Nov. 7-9:  “Turning Stone Resort Casino” $339 pp 
DO (single $479) $80 Casino Free Play or Bingo Bucks $30 Meal Credits

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 6) Johnston Senior 

Center Highlights 
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If you have been looking to adopt or know of  an 
animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian-Animal Talk

BONDED PAIR!! This adorable duo is thought to be Mother & Son or Grandmoth-
er & Grandson, either way they are both beautiful! Frenchie (left) female is about 
7-8 years young and Hunter (right) male is about 2-3 years young. They are both 
very shy because they came from a hoarding situation and were never properly 
socialized. They need lots of love, time and patience! You will need to visit with 
them multiple times at the shelter to be sure that you are their perfect match. For 
more information, please contact Warwick Animal Shelter at 401-468-4377. They 
are hoping that someone sees their photo and falls in love with them also that they 
will give them a quiet, loving home!

Frenchie
&

Hunter

Local � Adoptable � Loveable
ANIMAL   TALK

By Karen Kalunian

By PETE FONTAINE

H
omecoming!

That’s a word used for many events, however, in Johnston — es-
pecially the Senior High School — it’s the title of perhaps the most 
important social event of the academic year.

Moreover, it’s also a tradition unmatched in any town and/or city 
in the state — or public or private school — that people through the 

years have called “Johnston’s special edition of the famed Rose Bowl celebration.”
It’s also a week-long list of awesome activities that begins tonight with “Movie 

Night” inside the Joseph M. Polisena Stadium and kicks into high gear Monday with 
Spirit Week. The week is highlighted by the annual Homecoming Parade featuring 
handmade floats by students in all four JHS classes, youth groups and the JHS 
Marching Panthers Band, leading up to the Saturday, Oct. 7 afternoon football game.

But prior to the Panthers kicking off vs. Mount Hope, the Johnston Lions Club will 
prepare and serve its annual Alumni Breakfast that’s sure to again fill the spacious 
JHS cafeteria.

Perhaps even more impressive is that Homecoming is an all-Student Council pro-
duction under the skilled and innovative leadership of long-time advisor/faculty 
member Greg Russo who is well-known for his development of many unique and 
highly successful student activities during his storied tenure on Cherry Hill.

Student Council President Alexia DiLorenzo, Vice President Lucas Anderson, Cor-
responding Secretary Matt Clements and President of the Sophomore Class Cameron 
Veitch, as well as the entire JHS student body, are geared up and hope to make Home-
coming 2023 one best in JHS history.

“Excitement is everywhere,” Russo offered while announcing the five theme days 
that will begin with Neon Day Monday. “They’ve decorated the school with colorful 
and clever posters; this is always a special time for all our students.”

To which Russo added before announcing the entire schedule: “Panther Pride will 
be everywhere in town. We’re hoping for great weather as well as crowning this 
year’s Homecoming King and Queen!”

The complete Homecoming Day schedule for Saturday, Oct. 7: 8:30 a.m., floats 
begin arriving at JHS; 10 a.m. the parade will step off; 11 a.m. Alumni Breakfast; 1 
p.m. football game kickoff. The King and Queen will be crowned during halftime. 
The Homecoming Dance will be at 7:30 p.m.

Russo issued a reminder that the Annual Battle of the Classes is set for Oct. 18 at 6 
p.m. at Polisena Stadium. The rain date is Oct. 25.

JHS preps for 2023 
Homecoming 
celebration 

PANTHER LEADERS: Student Council officers kick off the annual Spirit Week at 
Johnston High School. From left to right: Lucas Anderson, vice president; Alexia 
DiLorenzo, president; Matthew Clements, corresponding secretary; and Cameron 
Veitch, sophomore class president. (Submitted photo)

SIGN OF THE TIME: In keeping with tradition, this banner is affixed to 
the entrance at Johnston High School and announces the Panthers’ annual 

Rite of Fall. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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JOIN THE FIGHT

Register today!
alz.org/ri

If you are in need of support, please call our 
24/7 Helpline at 800.272.3900

Block Island     Sept. 10
Newport     Sept. 23
Westerly     Sept. 24
Northern RI     Sept. 30
Providence     Oct. 1

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

COLORFUL 
CREATIONS:

These are some of 
the many handmade 
student posters for 

Spirit Week that 
begins Monday at 

Johnston High 
School.
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Mutual HVAC 
Service & Installation

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations
Complete Electrical Services
• Service Contracts Available •

We Provide Complete Air Conditioning,
Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
Service & Installation

Keeping you comfortable 
since 1934!

WE
CONVERT

OIL TO
GAS

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Want Comfort?

The Feeling is “Mutual!” A Full In-House Design, 
Installation & Service Company

RI Reg. #1561

Call

401-351-3900

HOPKINS HILL 
NURSERY

Division of K. Wilcox Landscaping Inc.

73 Hopkins Hill Road, West Greenwich • 392-3137 
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm; Sat. 8am-4pm, Sun. 9am-2pm

hopkinshillnursery.com • hopkinshillnursery@aol .com

Deer ControlWe O� er MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Visit our 

Gift 
Shop

Bring Home the
Beauty of Fall

Find everything for fall planting in one convenient place!

UP TO 
30% O� 

Select Trees, 
Shrubs, Perennials 
& Yankee Candles

Mums, Pumpkins, 
Gourds, Cabbage & Kale,

Hay Bales and Corn Stalks
Local Honey, 

Jams, Jellies, etc.
Fall is a � eat time to redesign y� r y� d.

We can design and build f�  y� r walkways, walls, 
patios, � td� r living � eas and landscape lighting.

All plant sales fi nal - Cash & Carry/No Hold Sales. Delivery & Installation Fees Applicable

Summ�  Cle� ance!

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER
Call for Availability

Retail atWholesalePrices!

AT COVENTRY HIGH SCHOOL
40 RESERVOIR ROAD, COVENTRY, RI 02816 | 4018229499

CTE OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, October 12, 2023

6:00-8:00 PM
Save the Date

Children’s 
Skating Program

William Thayer Memorial Arena • Sandy Lane, Warwick, RI 

Hockey & Figure Skating Skills
Registration: www.childrensskating.wixsite.com/Warwick

Contact Lee Horner 508-274-5218 • Lee.lmh2006@gmail.com

LEARN TO SKATE!

Ages 4 to Adult • 9-WEEK SESSION #1
OCTOBER 12-DECEMBER 14

Come skate with Luke, Landon & Lily!

Fall ALL 
ABOUT

We are a Local 
Family Owned 

Business
We pride ourselves on a

tradition of service & reliability.

Let Our Family Help Your Family 
Stay Warm This Season!

24-Hour Service
Automatic Delivery

Discount Fuel Oil 
Heating Assistance Vendor
Residential & Commercial

Oil & Kerosene 
Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

401-823-9291
License #16 • MP#7897 • Master E-#1101

EXPLORER 
REDISCOVERED: 

At right, the Christopher 
Columbus statue that 

stood in Providence for 
130 years has been 
erected on a cement 

pedestal (at left) on the 
island in the center of 

Johnston’s War Memorial 
Park pond. The mayor has 
planned a Columbus Day  

unveiling event. 
(Sun Rise photos by 

Rory Schuler) 
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By ROBERT DUGUAY

On the outskirts of Pawtuxet Village, 
there’s a shop that’s a true outlier when 
it comes to collectibles, vintage objects 
and underground culture. When you 
walk in, you’ll see a vast array of re-
cords, comics, old school video games 
and one of a kind items that you won’t 
be able to fi nd anywhere else. It’s a place 
that’s truly unique and if you’re an en-
thusiast of anything pertaining to what 
I just mentioned, then you should most 
defi nitely stop by. It’s called Black Lodge 
Collectibles and it’s located on 1986 
Broad Street in Cranston. The shop has 
been in business for a little over a month 
with co-owners Derek Wood, Josh Mar-
sie and Ian Fitzpatrick got together to 
start it up on August 19. 

I recently had a talk with Wood and 
Marsie at Black Lodge Collectibles about 
what gave them the idea to start the es-
tablishment, how they’ve amassed their 
huge collection and what makes the 
place stand out from the competition. 

Rob Duguay: How did you guys start 
Black Lodge Collectibles? Each of you 
were doing different things beforehand 
with Ian working for the United States 
Post Offi ce, Derek being a chef and Josh 
working at the Rhode Island Antiques 
Mall in Pawtucket, running a record la-
bel at Riotous Outburst Records and a 
bunch of other music related things. 

Josh Marsie: Yeah, I’ve worked at 
a few restaurants and bars as well. We 
talked about trying to fi nd a spot before, 
but nothing was within our budget. I 
kind of accidentally found this place 
while driving by it. I was actually leav-
ing our friend’s record store down the 
street at Doomed Records and there was 
a big for rent sign in the window. There 
wasn’t anything covering the window 
so I could see inside and whatnot, so I 
fi gured that it was a pretty sizable, awe-

some spot for a location and 
budget wise it worked out. 

Derek Wood: I’ve been col-
lecting for a number of years 
and Josh and I did a podcast 
together called “Absurd and 
Report”. Pretty much during 
that time, both of us would talk about 
comics, records, music and stuff and we 
always said that it would be nice to have 
our own space. Like Josh just said, the 
price had to be right and match up to our 
budget.

JM: It was a little more than right, ac-
tually. It was the right place at the right 
time. I’ve also been doing the record dis-
tro with my label for over 20 years and 
it’s just nice not to have all this stuff in 
my house. 

RD: I totally understand. Before this 
place became your shop, I’m pretty sure 
that it was a hair salon of some sort. 
What was the experience like going into 
this space and setting up everything you 
have when you started moving in?

JM: There was actually nothing in 
here. They had stripped it down pretty 
well, I think there was something in be-
tween our place and the hair salon, it 
was another vintage place. 

DW: Vintage clothes. 
JM: Yeah, a vintage clothing store. The 

only thing we really had to do was there 
was a bunch of stuff zip tied around, so 
we had to climb around the wall, cut 
things down and take out some bizarre 
woodworking in a few places. Other 
than that, it was already good to go. 

DW: The high ceilings are our friend 
because of the limited space we can 
shelf things up on the walls and it’s 200 
square feet. 

JM: With the wall space, it’s defi nitely 
more than that when you have a 15 foot 
high ceiling.

RD: Yeah, it defi nitely helps. 
JM: We’re going to start having an art 

gallery here, so there’s plenty of space 
where we can have artists set up. The 
ceiling lends an extra 20 to 25 feet of 
space for that alone. 

RD: Very cool. You guys have all sorts 
of stuff here, you have video games, you 
have comics, you have records and you 
even have replica WWE championship 
belts. How have you guys gone about 
amassing all these things? Is it all from 
your personal collections? Have you 
guys gotten some of your inventory in 
other ways online or through word of 
mouth?

JM: I would say all of those things you 
just mentioned. 

DW: Estate sales, yard sales, just scour-
ing the internet for any deals. We’ve hit 
up friends and family to see if anyone 
is willing to let go of comics, records or 
toys. I’ve spent a decent amount on just 
bolstering my collection to get things 
that I’ve thought people would be seek-
ing out.

JM: That’s a lot of it. 
DW: All of these boxes we have aren’t 

fi ller, it’s almost all killer. If you go 
through our comics, you’ll fi nd key is-
sues, you’ll fi nd rare books and hard to 
fi nd stuff. We don’t have this space just 
to put in junk, we want it all to be good 
stuff. 

JM: We want to curate stuff, essen-
tially. 

DW: Yeah, we want to curate our col-
lection. It’s from each of our personal 
collections, scouring the internet and 
blind luck. 

JM: I also wholesale stuff as far as re-
cords go. A lot of my records are newer,

I obviously have my used records from 
the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s but I also whole-
sale from a few punk, hardcore and hip 
hop distributors.

RD: Speaking of curating, you’ve 
mentioned the art gallery you guys are 
looking to have. Do you plan on having 
it be a monthly showcase?

JM: That’s exactly what’s going to 
happen. We’ll have a different artist 
showing their work for a month, it’ll be 
sold here on commission and there will 
be a gallery event during the third week 
of every month for each artist as well. 

DW: All the paintings will hang up 
here for a month.

RD: That’s great. There’s a lot of col-
lectible and vintage shops all around 
Rhode Island, so what makes Black 
Lodge Collectibles stick out? What 
makes it different?

JM: I’d say that there’s a lot of things. 
Our focus on horror and action movies 
is a big one and the same can be said 
for vintage games, which is a little more 
than a lot of shops. We have a big se-
lection of VHS tapes along with punk, 
hardcore and harsher music, I would 
say. We also have a lot more harsher and 
rare comics than a lot of places would 
normally have. 

DW: It’s all out on the fl oor. We’re also 
priced competitively. 

JW: That’s something people have re-
ally liked. I’ve heard a lot of customers 
say how they were looking for a specifi c 
thing, it was too expensive at another 
shop but when they came here they 
bought it for a reasonable price. 

Black Lodge 
Collectibles
has lots for

fans of
comics, music, 

video games 
& more

that time, both of us would talk about gallery here, so there’s plenty of space 

RhodyLife
RHODYBEAT.COM
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available★Lowest $ In Town★

New
State-of-the-Art

Equipment —
Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

chris peabody
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

chrisp@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

Your Target Audience is reading...
Make sure they’ll be 
reading about YOU!

Call for information about
advertising on this page,

732-3100

Target Audience 

By JENNIFER COATES

The early autumn sun pours through the skylights of the 
spacious common areas at Briarcliffe Gardens, casting a 
warm glow on the residents below.  The residents of this busy 
memory-care Assisted Living Residence have gathered here 
for a day of socialization, activity and routines that are a part of 
their daily lives.  This room, with a large stone fi replace as its 
centerpiece, is where they come to pass the time surrounded 
by attentive caregivers and staff who have devoted themselves 
to the care and nurturing of those for whom memories of days 
gone by have faded, and life has taken on a new meaning.

Beyond this casual and welcoming gathering space, there 
are many other features of this state-of-the-art memory care 
residence in Johnston that have been implemented to make 
life more comfortable for its many residents. One such thing 
includes upholstered “rocking” armchairs!  Residents can sink 
into these chairs and gently rock or swivel, creating soothing 
and calming effects.  Research has shown that these “rocking 
chairs” have many signifi cant health-promoting benefi ts, 
especially for individuals with dementia, Alzheimer’s and other 
memory-related conditions.

According to a study conducted at the University of 
Rochester, “Rocking Chair Therapy” reveals an increase in 
the “psychological well-being of nursing home residents with 
severe forms of dementia.”  The study suggests that rocking 
causes a “release of endorphins that elevate the mood of 
these patients, in addition to relieving pain.”  The author of 
the study affi rms that rocking has long been known to soothe 
infants, and it seems to provide the same therapeutic benefi t 
for adults.

Some of the other known benefi ts of rocking include the 
reduction of anxiety and depression in seniors.  The University 
of Rochester explains that this reduction also “reduces the 

need for medications that treat anxiety and depression, thus 
mitigating any of their debilitating side effects.”  The motion of 
rocking has also been shown to stimulate the body to maintain 
balance which is useful for older individuals who face the 
increased risk of injury by falling.

These chairs, which are designed to be wider-than-average 
for safety reasons, and brightly-colored for easier recognition, 
represent Briarcliffe’s ongoing commitment to improving the 
lives of its residents and to enriching, nurturing and fostering 
the highest quality of life.  This philosophy is, and always has 
been, what sets the Briarcliffe “family” above the rest.

If you or a family member are considering a possible long-
term stay for a loved one who suffers from health concerns 
like Alzheimer’s Disease/Dementia, Briarcliffe Gardens offers 
so much more than exceptional care. It exemplifi es everything 
that a memory-care residence should be ~and can be ~ in this 
modern age.

Schedule your personal tour of Briarcliffe Gardens, located 
on a quiet and wooded campus on Old Pocasset Road in 
Johnston.  Call the Admission’s offi ce at 401-944-2450, ext. 
202.  For more information, you can many questions answered 
by visiting them at www.briarclifferi.com.   

Briarcliffe Gardens
A State-of-the-Art Memory Care Assisted Living Residence

Residents of Briarcliffe Gardens, an Assisted Living Memory-Care Residence in Johnston, will fi nd 
a comfortable place to visit with loved ones and neighbors in this sunlit, warm and welcoming 
gathering spot.
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Mathis brings
memories to

PPAC
By DON FOWLER

Eighty-eight year old Johnny 
Mathis walked onto the PPAC 
stage last Saturday night to a 
packed house, and there was a 
collective hush.

Was this the crooner from the 
fi fties and sixties whose music 
Joyce and I listened to on the car 
radio while parking at West Hill 
Pond?

Was this the prolifi c singer who 
over the years has recorded close 
to 80 albums?

He sure didn’t look like the 
Johnny Mathis I grew up with. 
Of course not. After all, he’s two 
years older than I am, and we do 
change over the years.

But there he was, backed by a 
terrifi c full orchestra singing what 
seemed like a hundred songs he 
had recorded over these many 
years.

O.K. He couldn’t always sus-
tain or reach all those high notes 

all the time, but there were mo-
ments when he did, and they 
were greeted with applause and 
cheers.

Mathis went smoothly from 
one song into the next, mixing the 
years with his favorites and ours, 
never looking at a playlist or stop-
ping to take a drink during two 
hours of loving memories.

“Wonderful, Wonderful” was 
a strain on his vocal cords, but 
the audience didn’t mind. They 
still cheered as he brought back 
memories of where they were and 
what they were doing when they 
put their nickel in the juke box.

“The Twelfth of Never”, 
brought a tear to my eye as I 
grabbed the hand of the woman 
sitting next to me, the same per-
son that sat next to me when I fi rst 
heard the song. 

Thank you, Johnny, for bringing 
back those wonderful, wonderful 
memories.

Asia Grille
for upscale

Chinese fare
Restaurant Review 
by DON FOWLER

Where better to fi nd a com-
fortable upscale Chinese res-
taurant than in Garden City’s 
upscale shopping center.

Located at 140 Hillside Ave. 
in the heart of Garden City, 
Asia Grille offers fi ne din-
ing and take out at reason-
able prices. Service is fast and 
friendly. Asia Grille offers tra-
ditional Chinese fare, includ-
ing combination plates, chow 
mein, lo mein, pad thai, egg 
foo young, fried rice, seafood, 
beef, steak and chicken, plus 
a wide variety of combination 
plate.

On our fi rst visit I decided 
to go for the “Special En-
trees”, while Joyce chose from 
the seafood entrees.

Joyce chose Shrimp Cur-
ry, perfectly cooked shrimp 
surrounded by onions, cel-
ery and peppers in a mildly 
spicy curry sauce ($15.75). 
The sauce was exquisite and 
plentiful, with a good por-
tion left in the dish with a 
few veggies. She asked for a 
small white rice ($2.00) and a 
box, mixed the rice, veggies 
and curry sauce together, and 
brought it home for lunch the 
next day.

Asia Grille has a number 
of items I have not seen on 
Chinese restaurant menus be-
fore, and I chose one of them: 
Ju-Yim Pepper Shrimp and 

Calamari.
Crispy shrimp and cala-

mari were prepared in a pep-
per salt coating, topped with 
diced red and green pep-
pers, surrounded by broccoli 
crowns ($16.25)., making for 
an interesting combination of 
tastes and textures. The por-
tion was generous. I left noth-
ing for the next day.

Kyle, our attentive and 
helpful waiter, said that the 
combination plates were very 
popular.

With over two dozen to 
choose from, we found a 
number we can’t wait to try, 
including Peking Beef ($13.)
Mongolian Beef ($13.50), and 
Sweet and Sour Shrimp ($13.).

The meal is served with 
your choice of egg roll or 
spring roll and pork fried or 
white rice. I’ve found that  
most restaurants don’t give 
you the choices.

We skipped the appetizers, 
but plan on trying the Peking 
dumplings and crab Rangoon 
next time, as the folks at the 
table across from us raved 
about them.

Asia Grille is open 11:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, 11:30 to 
9:00 Sunday, seven days a 
week. They have two take-
out stations, and business 
was brisk on Saturday night.

For reservations and take-
out call 298-8855.

RI Press Association
hosts exclusive screening 

of ‘Storm Lake’
The Rhode Island Press Association will 

present an exclusive fi rst-time Rhode Island 
screening of the critically-acclaimed docu-
mentary “Storm Lake,” on Thursday, Oct. 12, 
7 p.m. at The Gamm Theatre, 1245 Jefferson 
Blvd., Warwick. There will be a virtual Q&A 
with members of the production company 
immediately following the screening.

The critically-acclaimed documentary tells 
the story of the Storm Lake Times, a small-
town biweekly newspaper with a Pulitzer 
Prize to its credit, and its efforts to thrive 
amidst the changing and challenging times 
confronting the journalism industry. For 
more information, including a trailer, visit 
https://rocofi lms.com/fi lms/storm-lake/.

Tickets are $5, available at https://
ci.ovationtix.com/28195/production/

1177700, For more ticket information, call 
The Gamm at 401-723-4266, or email info@
gammtheatre.org.

Founded in 1886, the Rhode Island Press 
Association is a nonprofi t organization that 
promotes the interests of newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications, and advances 
journalism standards and educational op-
portunities. For more information, visit 
https://www.ripressassociation.org/.

The Gamm Theatre is proud to tell sto-
ries that entertain, provoke, and engage 
seriously with the most important issues 
of our time. The Gamm further serves the 
public with educational programming that 
enriches the cultural and civic life of our 
community. For more information, visit 
https://www.gammtheatre.org/. 
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By PETE FONTAINE

Fun, food and ten thousand bucks!
In short, that pretty much sums up Sunday’s Johnston 

Memorial Cancer Events Co-Ed Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment played at legendary Glocester Country Club in 
Chepachet.

Although a blanket of fog covered the unique nine-
hole lakeside layout but that didn’t dampen anyone’s 
spirits or prevent the JMCE from recording another 
mighty milestone for Hasbro Children’s Hospital.

“We called the (scheduled 18-hole) tournament off 
after just nine holes,” explained Co-Chair Linda LaFa-
zia. “But no one seemed to mind; we all went back into 
the clubhouse and enjoy our many friendships as well 
as a pre-tee off lunch and later a wonderful meal for 

JMCE co-ed golf 
tourney raises 
$10K for Hasbro

OUTSTANDING 
ORGANIZERS: The LaF-

azias – Vin and Linda – 
and the Graham’s – Judy 

and David – are holding a 
sign for the Chad Sirois 

Wesco Oil wine spon-
sors. (Sun Rise photo by 

Pete Fontaine)

JMCE - PAGE 17■

Panthers heating up
JHS rolls to 2nd 
straight victory

GETTING THE WIN: Neari Vasquez celebrates after the Panthers score. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

By ALEX SPONSELLER

After dropping its season opener to Lincoln, the 
Johnston football team has turned things around 
and pieced together two straight wins, most re-
cently handing Ponaganset a 44-6 defeat last 
week.

The Johnston offense sprinted out the gate and 
would toss four touchdown passes in the first half 
to mount a 37-6 lead. Quarterback Matt Clements 
accounted for three while Neari Vasquez tossed 
another, as the duo is starting to find its rhythm in 
the two-QB offense.

“We threw four touchdowns in the first half and 
then we started running at them. Matt Clements 
and Neari Vasquez have been competing and get-
ting better each day. We’re going to utilize two 
quarterbacks as much as we can since they both 
bring so much to the table. We’re going to stick 
with what works,” said Johnston head coach Joe 
Acciardo.

Dean Paris would haul in two touchdown 
passes while Michael Carlino and Jahaziel Rodri-
guez scored as well. Running back Steven Finegan 
rushed for 130 yards and scored a touchdown in 
the win.

Acciardo has also been pleased with the run-
ning back tandem of Finegan and Paris and feels 
that their best football is ahead of them as well.

“Dean does a little bit of everything. He’s one of 
the smartest players that you could ever have and 
he’s one of those guys that can take his instruc-

PANTHERS - PAGE 19■
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Law Offi ces
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DEBT COLLECTION
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dinner prepared by our (GCC) Chef 
Nery of Js Catering.”

The most important thing was, though, 
by way of special sponsorships, the work 
of volunteers and GCC members the 
2023 Co-Ed Memorial Golf Tournament 
raised $10,000 that will help children 
who have been stricken with cancer and 
are in Hasbro Children’s Hospital in 
Providence.

One reason for the Co-Ed Memorial’s 
ongoing success is that the GCC mem-
bership has adopted Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital as it designated charity and as 
LaFazia and her Co-Chair/friend Judi 
Graham said: “WE would like to extend 
our sincere and deepest appreciation to 
Glocester Country Club, our special 
sponsors, friends and members for their 
special support.”

David and Judi Graham, who own and 
operate Graham Builders of Smithfield 
were the day’s major sponsors and gave 

each of the 76 players a jacket that came 
in handy with the day’s rain. Also, REL-
CO Electrical, WESCO Oil and The Mar-
tin Family were sponsors that helped 
make the Co-Ed Memorial an over-
whelming success.

“This was another great day for the 
JMCE,” many people concurred.

There was a great lunch consisting of 
meatball and sausage and pepper sand-
wiches prepared by Tom Morra and Paul 
Catougno and Brian Curley and Tom 
Bennett set up gas grills to Saugy hot 
dogs despite the rain while Don and 
Cynthia DiBlasi, Carolyn O’Keefe, Jus-
tine Turbitt and Peg Brown were among 
the volunteers.

“We would be remiss if we did not 
thank our pro Shane Drury and his staff 
for their dedication to our tournament,” 
LaFazia. “We will hope to see everyone 
back here again in 2024.”

Golf-wise, the foursomes of Troy Hew-
es Judy DiIorio, Mary Higgins and Jesse 
Higgins took gross score honors while 
Walter Geer, Michy Nanni, Tracy Uriati 
and Dewey Uriati were the Net winners.

■ JMCE
(Continued from page 16)

TERRIFIC TEAM: Troy 
Hewes, Judy DiIorio, Mary 
Higgins, Jesse Higgins 
were the tournament’s 
Gross winners. (Submit-
ted photos)

BIG OUTING: Walter 
Geer, Michy Nanni, Tracy 
Uriati and Dewey Uriati 
were the Net winners

A really ugly situation unfold-
ed in North Providence last 

week when a boys soccer player 
hit two Ponaganset players in a 
violent confrontation. 

I was not at the game but saw 
the video online through the 
league’s streaming service. It was 
a chippy game and it all began 
when a Ponaganset player shoved 
one of the North Providence play-
ers. In retaliation, the NP player 
punched the kid in the throat, 
then as another Chieftain ran over 
to defend his teammate, he then 
hauled off and struck him in the 
face.

The Providence Journal report-
ed that the player was suspended 
from the team for five games and 
the school for three days. He also 
received a social ban until the 
school’s Winter Ball. I disagree 
strongly with the leniency that 
the school showed for this as-

sault.
That’s what it was. An assault. 
In a decade of covering high 

school sports, I can say that that 
was the ugliest situation I have 
seen within my coverage area. 
Again, I was not there live, but it 
was close to home with teams I 
have covered in the past. You see 
viral videos online all the time 
and this will probably be one of 
the latest examples of kids flying 
off the handle. 

Kids will be kids and teenage 
boys do not have the impulse 
control of fully developed adults. 
In a competitive, physical envi-
ronment, things can get testy and 
it’s not uncommon for punches to 
be thrown. This was different, 
though. This was much more ag-
gressive than a couple of punch-
es. These punches were not in-
tended to hurt, they were intend-
ed to injure.

This student should not be al-
lowed to ever step foot on a high 
school athletics team again and 
should receive a very harsh pun-
ishment from the school itself. A 
three-day suspension is inade-
quate. Sure, it will be on his re-
cord, but kids get suspended for 
three days for much less.

Now, it is unclear if this student 

had a history of such behavior. 
When determining punishment, 
that has to be taken into account. 
As for the first part, I stand by 
that regardless of history. That 
type of behavior should warrant 
a permanent ban from athletics. 

When it comes to his place in 
the school, that is when it is a little 
bit tricky. If this was an isolated 
incident, then perhaps a typical 
suspension is fine. If this is a pat-
tern, then it just is not safe to keep 
a student with that type of ag-
gression in the classroom. He and 
the Ponaganset players are lucky 
that no one got seriously hurt.

The suspensions have been 
handed out, so it is what it is at 
this point. I’m just dumbfounded 
that not only will this student be 
allowed to participate in athletics 
moving forward, but he will be 
back by the end of the regular 
season. It was not self defense 

and it was an act that was beyond 
reason. It was pure violence.

I like to think that I am not soft, 
either. I totally understand that 
tempers flare with testosterone-
filled teenagers. You see aggres-
sion in every sport and I have 
seen plenty of fights break out 
over the years. This was not a 
fight. This was a kid totally losing 
his cool and assaulting two other 
players.

I will tip my cap to everyone 
that was involved in the game 
during the scuffle. The kids 
showed restraint in not engaging 
in an all-out brawl, the refs and 
coaches acted swiftly and kept 
the peace. The game resumed in a 
couple of minutes and never re-
ally escalated further. They two 
clubs peacefully finished the 
game, went through the post-
game handshake line and went 
their separate ways.

NP soccer assault comes to soft resolution
My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com
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By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

There is nothing like explosive surface 
action from Atlantic bonito and false al-
bacore. Last week anglers fishing in the 
Pt. Judith area were treated to non-stop 
action on Thursday just a quarter mile 
off the Center Wall of the Harbor of Ref-
uge, Narragansett.

Angler Dawn Martin, said, “What an 
amazing day for albies and bonito catch-
ing four false albacore and eight bonito. 
We fished a quarter mile from the Cen-
ter Wall. Nonstop action all morning!”

“I made my way over on my jet ski, 
cast into one of the schools of rain bait 
and instantly hooked up and landed my 
first ever bonito,” said angler Jon Kim. 
“From that point on, we all followed the 
schools of bait as they got pushed back 
towards the shore outside the West Wall. 
I landed twelve bonito, four false alba-
core, and a big chub mackerel. The en-
tire time I used an Electric Chicken Exo 
jig and an original amber colored Albie 
Snax. The jig out fished the Albie Snax 
three to one,” 

Jon posed the question about what 
bonito and false albacore regulations 
might be. Believe it or not we have no 
regulations in place in Rhode Island 
state waters currently.

Conor McManus, PhD, Chief, Divi-
sion of Marine Fisheries of the RI De-
partment of Environmental Manage-
ment, said, “My understanding is that 
neither bonito or false albacore fall into 
NOAA HMS so I am not even sure you 
need that permit in state waters (unlike 
BFT, sharks, etc.).”  

“We have been discussing through the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission (ASMFC) whether we want to 
bring these species in as managed fish 
through interstate practice. I am not 
sure there is enough interest coast-wide 
to do so. As such, there has been discus-
sion from some states about maybe put-
ting regs on the books state by state, but 
collaboratively and mirrored regs, out-
side the mandate of ASMFC (like MA 
and RI did for sand lance),” said McMa-
nus. “The largest issue I see is what 
those regs are, as we lack a bunch of bio-
logical data on them to inform things 
like minimum size.”

Peter Jenkins, Chairman of the Board 
of the American Saltwater Guides As-
sociation (ASGA) and owner of the Salt-
water Edge in Middletown, RI, said, 
“The ASGA has been engaged with the 
Albie Project for two years now. The aim 
is to garner some scientific data on the 
species (visit The Albie Project – Ameri-

can Saltwater Guides Association). The 
Albie Project is an acoustic tagging 
study conducted by the New England 
Aquarium to acquire some scientific 
data on the species as they are being 
targeted recreationally and commercial-
ly for harvest (mostly a bait fishery) 
with no regulations in place.”

The ASGA relates on the Albie Project 
website that false albacore have become 
an important recreational fish with over 
a half-million trips annually, so the spe-
cies needs to be protected. False alba-
core are not harvested by anglers for 
food, most all of the recreational fishery 
is catch & release.

National recreational policy 
and regional plans

Last week NOAA released their na-
tional recreational fishing policy with 
regional plans to implement the policy. 
At press time the fishing community 
was analyzing plans that garnered 
broad input from the fishing communi-
ty.

The 2015 national policy was no lon-

ger relevant. NOAA said, “Climate 
change, equity and environmental jus-
tice, as well as a greater focus on ex-
panding offshore industries (such as 
aquaculture and wind energy) were the 
key additions to the goals and guiding 
principles of the policy update.”

For information visit National Saltwa-
ter Recreational Fisheries Policy | NO-
AA Fisheries.

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass, bluefish, false albacore 

and bonito. Jeff Sullivan of Lucky Bait & 
Tackle, Warren, said, “This has been one 
of the best years for bass in years, I 
caught a 35-pound fish on the surface 
last week. So things are setting up nicely 
for a great fall run. The albies were here 
too, in Mt. Hope Bay, Bristol and New-
port Harbors last week but they left 
when the storm blew in. The best bite is 
at dawn or dusk.”  

John Littlefield of Archie’s Bait & 
Tackle, Riverside, said, “Shore anglers 
are catching bluefish in the six pound 
range and slot size bass (28 to < 31 

inches) from Kettle Point, Haines Park, 
Sabin Point and Barrington Beach. The 
East Passage at Rocky Point, Conimicut 
Point are producing too.” 

“Everything from the beaches and 
near shore is hot. Bonito, false albacore, 
bluefish and stiped bass fishing is hot 
from the Breachways all the way to 
Watch Hill Light. Anglers are hooking 
up with surface lures, pencil poppers 
and epoxy jigs,” said Parker Mandes of 
Watch Hill Outfitters, Westerly. 

“Striped bass have mainly been tar-
geting mullet and peanut bunker in our 
area. Last week when had some favor-
able boat conditions. The Albie bite has 
been great and there are still some bo-
nito around. As conditions improve af-
ter this weekend, the inshore fishing 
should pick right back up with bass and 
bluefish migrating along the beaches,” 
said Declan O’Donnell of Breachway 
Bait & Tackle, Charlestown. 

“Tautog fishing is good with anglers 
fishing off the breachways catching fish 
in shallow water with boat anglers do-
ing well fishing reefs in shallow water 
too,” said Parker Mandes of Watch Hill 
Outfitters.  “Tautog fishing in the upper 
Bay has been slow as anglers are still 
targeting bass and bluefish,” said John 
Littlefield of Archie’s Bait & Tackle, 
“Fishing has been improving. Most 
boats have been able to catch their limit 
but had to work to find bigger fish,” 
said O’Donnell. “Tautog are being 
caught in 20 to 50 feet of water in the 
Bay on most rock piles. Asia crabs are 
the bait of choice for me and are work-
ing well,” said Jeff Sullivan of Lucky 
Bait & Tackle. 

Tuna.  Parker Mandes of Watch Hill 
Outfitters, said, “The tuna bite is still 
very strong with anglers chucking with 
success catching 50 to 60 inch yellowfin 
tuna and 50 to 60-pound bluefin tuna.”

“The offshore bite was good this past 
week with some nice size bluefin and 
yellowfin being caught,” said O’Donnell.

“Freshwater fishing for largemouth 
bass has been good with frogs and top-
water lures working well. Fish are in the 
shallows, on ledges with an early morn-
ing or dusk bite,” said Sullivan of Luck-
ey Bait.

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master li-
cense and charter fishing license. He serves 
on a variety of boards and commissions and 
has a consulting business focusing on clean 
oceans, habitat preservation, conservation, 
renewable energy, and fisheries related is-
sues and clients. Forward fishing news and 
photos to dmontifish@verison.net or visit 
www.noflukefishing.com.

Bonito and false albacore hot, no catch limits in place

BIG CATCH: Brian Abbott of Barrington, said, “Caught this striper (29 inches, 8 
pounds) in 15 feet of water about 100 yards off Barrington Beach with a Yo-Zuri 
Crystal Minnow.” (Submitted photo)

FALSE ALBACORE: Dawn Martin, said, “Caught four false albacore and eight bo-
nito last Thursday off the center wall of the Harbor of Refuge.”
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Summer Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Painting

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

Business 
ServiceS

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting
Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 
We remove all content from cellars.

One room or entire house.
We remove sheds. 

15 years of reliable service.
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Business
ServiceS

DEaDlInE:
 Monday 10 aM

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Junk Removal

Sivo&Sons
Junk Removal and 
Dumpster Services
Our team will do the 
heavy lifting for you.
We will clean up your 

entire property!
401-286-8407

SivoandSons.com

ABC
Junk Removal

Disposal/Removal Services
Mattresses & Box Springs

Furniture • unwanted items
sheds • decks • hot tubs

Pianos
evictions/apartment & house

Cleanours
appliances disconnected &

Removed
Anything, Anytime, Anywhere

Licensed and Insured
401-616-8990

■ Panthers
(Continued from page 16)

tions and go out and do them. He’s 
a tough kid, can play linebacker, 
running back, go out for passes, he 
can do it all. Then with a kid like 
Finegan, he runs so fast and that 
puts defenses in a bind,” Acciardo 

said.
Better execution and remember-

ing the little things were key in the 
Panthers’ turnaround from the first 
week.

“We were raw, undisciplined and 
that’s one of the things that we 
worked on. We told them, ‘here is 
the game plan and here’s what you 
need to do to make it work,’ they 

just had to execute it,” said Acciar-
do. “We narrowed some things 
down and we came out a different 
team against Rogers. Then we built 
off that and had an even more effec-
tive game against Ponaganset.”

The Panthers have their toughest 
test to date this weekend when they 
hit the road to take on defending 
champion Moses Brown for a 1 p.m. 

HANDOFF: Matt Clements hands Steven Finegan the ball.

BACK ON TRACK: Johnston’s Jacob Carr celebrates after a touchdown.
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Houses Wanted
WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703.

AIRHART ELECTRIC is cur-
rently seeking a Journeyman 
Commercial & Residential Elec-
trician to join its strong team of 
professionals. Minimum Quali-
fi cations:   Must be an experi-
enced Journeyman licensed in 
Rhode Island. At least 1 year of 
experience in electrical industry, 
must hold OSHA Card, Medical 
Health Card, and valid Driver’s 
License. Full-time Pay: $30-
$35 per hour including benefi ts.  
Please contact 401-397-3415.

C.N.A./scheduling coordinator, 
administrative assistant full time/ 
part time, alternating weekends, 
per diem C.N.A./ offi ce C.N.A. 
license a must. Reliable. Lots 
of opportunities! Phenix Home 
Care Home Care Competitive 
pay. Vacation/holiday pay, 401K, 
dental, Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer (401) 943-6230. Give us a 
call. Don’t miss this opportunity!

Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver’s License. BCI required. 
Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

Help Wanted

Yard Sales
2 family: 29 Oberlin Dr., War-
wick. Sat. & Sun, 9/30 & 10/1 - 
9am - 1pm. Great items.

Neighborhood Yard Sale, 383 
Commonwealth Ave., Warwick. 
Sat., Sept. 30, 8am - 4pm. Rain 
date: Sun., Oct 1.  Something 
for everyone!

Annual-Mega-Yard-Sale War-
wick-Neck- 205 Narragansett 
Bay, near Country Club. Sun., 
Oct. 1, 9am to 12pm. A family 
favorite!

GIGANTIC MOVING SALE! 
13 Northup Plat Road, Cov-
entry: September 30, 7:30AM-
2:30PM. Items range from $1 & 
up. New & gently used items.

Cemetery Plots For Sale

2 burial plots and 2 chambers 
located at Garden of Hope, Lot 
385, sites 3 & 4. Highland Me-
morial Park Cemetery, Johnston, 
RI.  Total package: $3500.00.  
Buyer pays transfer fee.  Call: 
401-219-1127.

Cleaning Services
Dina’s Cleaning Service: Pro-
fessional and reliable cleaning. 
Residential and commercial. 20 
years in business. References 
available. Owner, Dina: 401-580-
3830.

CLEANING: 18+ Years of expe-
rience. Thorough, reliable, with 
excellent references upon re-
quest. Call 248-3839. **I’m fully 
vaccinated**

Entertainment

Hi-Lo Jack League looking for 
players all welcome! Starting 
Monday, October 2nd, 2023, 
until Monday, January 15,2024! 
$5.00 per player and $1.00 per 
ride per team! William Shields 
post 43, 667 West Shore Road, 
Warwick. For more information 
call (401)737-9711

Help WantedApartments For Rent

Duplex for rent, East Greenwich; 
spacious 1-bedroom, applianc-
es, hardwoods, gas, on bus-line. 
Ideal for one person or couple. 
No pets, BCI, credit check, 1 
yr. lease. $1395 per month. Call 
401-885-6900.

Boats and Motors
For Sale

1998 SEA RAY 190 SIGNA-
TURE SERIES: 350 Hours, V6 
MerCruiser. Paperwork in hand 
for boat & trailer. $7300. Text 
401-523-6664.

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 20-
25 hours per week, Monday-Sat-
urday. $15/hour. Must have valid 
Driver’s License, reliable vehicle 
and clean BCI. Great job for retir-
ees! Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

MACHINIST: Experienced in 
various machine operations to 
include CNC mills, wire EDM, 
conventional milling. Experi-
ence in surface grinding a plus. 
Full-time preferred, but would 
consider part-time. Call 467-
0007, 8AM-3PM or email info@
applitek-usa.com

Get the word out...
Advertise Your
YARD SALE
Call 732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

Help Wanted
Real Estate • Autos

Items For Sale

732-3100

REACH OVER 125,000 HOMES

HIRING • SELLING • BUYING

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING

Statewide 
Coverage

Save Time.
Save Money.
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401-206-9393

DAVE T TEAM • Licensed In RI & CT

MartyWebberRealtor.com
401-206-9393
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*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 
Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 
License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 
License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 
License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-855-781-5696CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase 
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen 
locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction 
with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. 
†Purchase of annual lawn plan required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. 
◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2023 TruGreen 
Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most out of 
your lawn this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-844-883-6562

Shon Campbell
Sale Associate, Broker, Owner

401.595.9185 | shon@enviousproperties.com

.95$13
20# REFILL

Visit our store for tools, supplies
for yard clean-up, and all your
home improvement needs

M–F 6:30–5, Sat Closed
|3356 Post Rd (Rte 1), Warwick  401-921-0400

Bring in ad for $5 off 20# Propane Refill
| | |1 Per Family  No Cash Value  N/A w/other offers  Exp 10/21/23

WITH THIS AD

Reg. $18.95

Call today to reserve 
your advertising space 
in our monthly section:

Rhody
Home

Running in the Warwick Beacon, 
Cranston Herald, Johnston 
Sun Rise & The Reminder...

Over 32,000 readers 
for one low price!

732-3100
821-2216

The facts about insulation 
and home efficiency

Insulation can go a long way toward making 
a home more comfortable. Insulation reduces 
the transfer of heat from indoors and outdoors 
so homes stay more comfortable in both 
the winter and summer. Insulation also can  
block exterior noise. A properly insulated home 

is a must, particularly in the wake of rising energy 
costs. Insulation will help a home be more energy 
efficient.

Insulation is easily taken for granted. The following 
are some facts about insulation and home efficiency 
that illustrate how much homeowners can benefit from 
upgrading their insulation.

• Insulation is made from a variety of materials, 
including fiberglass, wool, cellulose, and spray foam. 

• Unless damaged, insulation lasts for the life of 
the building. Some settling of insulation may occur, 
particularly with loose-fill type insulation, and gaps 
can be filled in.

• During the Middle Ages, walls of homes were 
stuffed with straw and mud to help keep out the cold. It 
is one of the first documented types of insulation.

• According to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, insulation saves more than 600 times more 
energy each year than compact fluorescent lights, 

Energy Star Appliances, and Energy Star windows 
combined. 

• For every Btu consumed in the production of 
insulation each year, 12 Btus are saved by the use of 
insulation, says A+ Insulation of Kansas City.

• An insulating material’s resistance to heat flow 
is measured in terms of its thermal resistance, or 

R-value. The higher the R-value, the greater the 
insulating effectiveness. An insulation contractor can 
let a homeowner know how much insulation and what 
R-value is recommended for his or her climate.

• Manufacturers continue to experiment with 
insulation materials. Environmentally friendly options 
include recycled cotton denim, paper or plant cellulose, 
and sheep’s wool.

• Large pieces of insulation are called batts. 
Traditionally they are made from pink fiberglass, which 
is extremely fine woven glass. It’s important to realize 
fiberglass insulation can release small particles or fibers 
in the air when disturbed, so respiratory protection and 
gloves should be used when handling to reduce risk of 
irritation.

Insulation is a key investment in home comfort and 
efficiency.  FH238162
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BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS
PRESENTS

Contact: Donna Zarrella – 401.732.3100 – donnaz@rhodybeat.com

Wednesday, October 25th
11am - 3pm

Reach Older Adults, Their Caregivers and Industry Professionals 
at this well attended event!

Reserve Your Exhibitor Space Today

SPONSORED 
BY

Reach Older Adults, Their Caregivers and Industry Professionals 

WARWI C K MALL

SENIOR                                    EXPOLiving

Exhibitors Wanted

Like many other “older” peo-
ple, my hearing has been dimin-
ishing.

Hearing aids were prescribed, 
but during COVID, I stopped 
wearing them because every 
time my mask came off, they 
would go flying in the air, in-
evitably landing on the floor, in 
the toilet, or in a puddle on the 
ground. They became too much 
of a responsibility, so I put them 
away safely.

Unfortunately, my hearing 
did not improve with age, so 
it has become mandatory that 
they once again find their way 
from my bureau back into my 
ear canals. Score one for making 
everything louder. However, 
even with speech being ampli-
fied, understanding what peo-
ple are saying continues to be a 
challenge. This became painful-
ly clear when I called the bank 
because of a payment problem 
with a new home equity loan. 

Although I prefer to handle 
things on the computer, the 

bank presented no option to be 
able to send an e-mail or to have 
a live written chat with a bank 
representative. I was forced to 
call and found myself on hold 
for forty-five minutes. This is 
especially annoying for me 
because my phone is my play-
thing, and I would normally 
be playing Solitaire or Words 
With Friends if I were waiting 
for something. Being on hold 
means that my entertainment 
is inaccessible. Although there 
is an option to put it on speaker 
and still access the apps on the 
phone, I am not clever enough 
to do this, and instead wait im-
patiently, tapping my foot and 
staring at the cobwebs around 
the room.

Finally, I was rewarded with 
the presence of a person who 
spoke so quickly and has some 
sort of accent that made it im-
possible to understand what 
she said. When I tried to explain 
that I could not understand her, 
she started shouting into the 

phone. Making it louder did not 
help, and only made it sound 
like she was angry with me. She 
went on and on and on, and ev-
ery now and then I could catch 
a word of two, but the mean-
ing of what she was saying was 
beyond my comprehension. I 
asked if I could speak to her 
supervisor, at which point her 
voice raised another octave, and 
she hung up on me. 

I called another two times, 
and each time a representative 
with an accent started the con-

versation. Frustrated beyond 
words, I ended each conversa-
tion with a rude “I CAN’T UN-
DERSTAND WHAT YOU ARE 
SAYING!!” Unable to get my 
financial situation resolved, I 
wanted to cry.

 I understand that banks want 
to save money by moving some 
of their operations offshore. 
The countries with the highest 
number of call centers are the 
Philippines and India. India is 
a well-known, popular location 
because it has the second largest 
English-speaking population in 
the world, supposedly making 
it “ideal” for companies that 
require strong language skills. 
The workers may have a great 
command of the English lan-
guage, but if they speak with 
an accent so strong that I cannot 
understand the words they are 
saying, all that knowledge is for 
naught.

 Outsourcing the calls allows 
the banks to reduce costs. Over-
seas countries often have lower 

labor costs that helps banks in-
crease their profitability which 
can then be reinvested in their 
banks, or possibly given to 
bank executives in the form of 
raises, much like the problem 
that is currently plaguing the 
auto manufacturers in Detroit. 
It costs the banks less to pay 
workers in India at $2 an hour, 
or $5,000 a year. A job in a call 
center is a prestigious job in a 
country where per-capita in-
come is around $900 a year, so 
they see no moral dilemma in 
this.

I should not be criticizing 
banks, or any industry for that 
matter, that chose to have ser-
vices or goods outsourced when 
it allows their residents to earn a 
living wage. My problem is the 
services are not the same as if 
delivered by Americans…I can-
not understand a word they are 
saying!

I don’t understand what you said
Life Matters

with 
Linda Petersen

The stars align for 
Philharmonic’s

79th season
By Don Fowler

Guest conductors and artists are all in place for the 
79th season of the Rhode Island Philharmonic as the 
orchestra searches for its next conductor following the 
untimely death of the beloved Bramwell Tovey.

The season includes the most diversified field of guest 
conductors in the history of the Philharmonic.

If Friday night’s open rehearsal concert was any indi-
cation of the quality of the 2023-2024 season, we are in 
for one diverse, inspiring and magnificent year of music. 

There are three more open rehearsals scheduled this 
season. The cost is only $20 and there is open seating.

Executive Director David Beauchesne said that last 
year had been the saddest and most trying of his 23 plus 
years with the Philharmonic with the deaths of past con-
ductor Larry Rachleff and current conductor Bramwell 
Tovey.

“It was a year of incredible grief as we lost not only 
two very talented people, but two very close friends as 
well,” Beauchesne said. “But there was joy in knowing 
that the orchestra continued making music and fulfill-
ing Bramwell’s wishes, and solace as we all felt that both 
Bramwell and Larry were still with us.”

Beauchesne discussed the extensive search to find the 
right candidate to lead the orchestra in the coming years.

“Many people are involved in the process, including 
the Artistic Committee, Search Committee, Board of Di-
rectors, staff and audience members,” Beauchesne said. 
“Guest conductors from last year and this year and con-
ductors recommended to us are all considered. Not ev-
eryone may be interested, and we may not be interested 
in everyone. The person may be a phenomenal conduc-
tor but not the right fit.

“There are so many factors to consider, including 
availability, chemistry with the orchestra, staff and audi-
ences and experience. There is no set timetable. We will 
know when the stars align. It could be during or after 
the season. It is a very fluid process.

“We’ve been lucky in lining up this year’s diverse sea-
son. Last year’s “Messiah” was such an incredible event, 
with Bramwell and Christine Noel working together to 
carry on a legacy that keeps moving forward and grow-
ing. I’m looking forward to this year’s concert.”

David is pleased with the way the Philharmonic has 
progressed through and after the pandemic (The first or-
chestra to perform live).

He encourages those who have not been to a concert 
to attend the November program which will feature 
Morihiko Nakahara, the conductor of the South Caro-
lina Philharmonic.

“We strive to reach a more diverse audience through 
our many outreach programs, Music School, and afford-
able Rush Hour concerts which are family friendly.”

Tickets for all concerts may be purchased by calling 
248-7000 or going on line at riphil.org.
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

Regardless of which area of collecting you are in-
volved in, whether it be toys, video games, furniture, 
decorative arts… you name it; collecting is cyclical. 
What makes something collectible is generational in-
terest, something that someone grew up around that 
brings them a euphoric feeling of nostalgia. A return to 
a “happy place,” for lack of a better term. There is also 
the academic angle to collecting; but it can be diffi cult 
to feel nostalgic about a 16th century old master paint-
ing or Louis XVI furniture, so for the purposes of this 
article we will keep the average, everyday collector in 
mind.

I hate to admit how fast time moves; it is mind bog-
gling. When I fi rst began working with vintage toys 
around 2007 all the rave was about 1960’s through ear-
ly 1980’s toys. Kenner’s Six Million Dollar Man, the 
12” G.I. Joe, Mego’s World’s Greatest Super-Heroes 
and Star Trek were all prime-time highlights in the col-

lector world. Now in 2023, I see declining interest in 
these toys while witnessing a rapid shift to 1990’s and 
even early 2000’s toy lines.

But it only makes sense!
If you were born in 1990, you are 32 to 33 years 

old, the prime age at which a collector typically be-
gins their journey (if not earlier). I’ll admit it is a weird 
feeling seeing toys I once played with become col-
lectibles. I suppose it is how the generation before me 
felt watching me track down their old toys. I was an 
“Indiana Jones” of the toy world you could say, look-
ing for relics to preserve in museum-like cases for all 
to enjoy. Every weekend I sought out Star Wars, He-

Man, and Transformers toys as historical artifacts of 
the past. Now, the tables have turned, and my child-
hood playthings have become the nostalgia people col-
lect to preserve.

So, what are coming of age collectors buying today? 
Let me start by saying there are tons of great toy lines 

from the 1990’s and early 2000’s; trust me, I speak 
from hours of personal experience with them. But the 
following are the top contenders (in my perhaps biased 
opinion) dominating the market: Original Jurassic 
Park, Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, Mighty Max, 
Small Soldiers, and Tomagotchi. I feel their popularity 
will continue to grow over the next fi ve to ten years as 
their fan base approaches their forties. If you are a bit 
of a speculator and enjoy some g-rated gambling, start 
stocking up! It could be a very rewarding future as a 
new generation of collectors enters the market.

By Travis Landry

The Rise of 90’s Toys

YOUR AD HERE
$60
8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 
Johnston Sun Rise and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO

732-3100 / 821-2216

per 
week

NEW YORK GOLD EXCHANGE
CASH FOR YOU!

COURTEOUS • CONFIDENTIAL • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
We Pay New York Refi nery Prices for

• Gold • Diamonds
• Silver • Silverware
• Coins • Bullion

Expert Jewelry  Repair

1047 Mineral Spring Ave.,North Providence
401-205-1638      NEWYORKGOLDXCHANGE.COM

FREE $10 GAS CARD WITH ANY PRECIOUS METAL TRANSACTION!
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Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LocaL
customers!
 Only

$1650
per week

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE ColoR WhEn AvAilAblE

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote

Full Car 
Detail 

$150
Full SUV 
Detail 

$200

DETAILS MATTER
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR CAR DETAILING

Mobile Services Available

Call Lanse 401-855-8088
DetailsMatterMost@gmail.com

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
InterIor and exterIor Work

roofing, Siding and Windows
Now offeriNg: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath remodeling & Hardwood floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LIcenSed & InSured

401-943-1675
Luciano nardone                       27 tweed Street, cranston

ProPane Filling Station

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (in front of StoP & ShoP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

All
ProPAne

TAnks
Filled
Here

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

chris peabody
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

chrisp@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

2 Wieners 
w/French Fries 
and a 
Drink      

$10.30

DINE IN / TAKE OUT

876 Atwood Avenue, Cranston, RI  401-227-9589
Open Tuesday-Saturday 9am-3pm

BREAKFAST SPECIAL
2 Eggs, 
Homefries, 
Toast & Coffee

$5.00

automotive services

We employ Master ASE Certifi ed Technicians
 

Brakes • Shocks & Struts • Batteries
Starters • Alternators • Steering & Suspension

4 Wheel Alignments • RI State Inspections
Check Enging Lights • Tune Ups

Complete Auto Repair • Computer Diagnostics
Snow Plowing

ALL MAJOR BRAND TIRES

Full Service Auto Repair and Maintenance

401-946-6888
380 Atwood Ave. Web: safewayoilchange.com
Cranston, RI 02920 Email: safewayauto380@gmail.com

C
E

R
TIFIED TECHNIC

IA
N

S

automotive services

Wet Leaky Basement?
• PumPs Installed • under Floor draInage

• FoundatIon & Bulkhead rePaIrs • egress oPenIng
Let a ProfessionaL soLve Your Basement Water ProBLems

(401) 516-3641
www.divConservices.com

diversified services                       rI reg. #9386

Local contractor that has successfully completed claim repairs of roofing and siding for over 20,000+ homes. 

We provide a free inspection of your home’s exterior and help you through the insurance process. 
We will meet your Insurance Adjuster when the damage is reviewed; then we will perform the 

repairs for your home at the price your Insurance Company agrees to pay. 

Call now,  for your free, NO OBLIGATION, home inspection
401-317-5009
John Szymkiewicz

Real Estate License

albert realtors® 
and the Real estate InstItute of Rhode Island are offering

fREE pre-license training

1050 Reservoir Ave, Cranston, RI 02910

Albert Scaralia, 

401-944-3377
online courSeS AvAilAble

(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”
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